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The  1978  Missile  Combat  Competition,  OLYMPIC 
ARENA,  will  bring  SAC  missileers  from  the  nine  stra- 
tegic missile  wings  together  for  the  eleventh  time  to  vie 
for  top  honors.  The  coveted  Blanchard  Perpetual  Trophy 
will  be  awarded  to  the  wing  achieving  the  highest  points 
for  the  combined  exercises  on  4 May  1978. 

Since  1 967,  when  the  first  competition  was  held  at  Van- 
denberg  AFB,  the  missile  competition  has  become  a com- 
mand tradition.  The  standard  of  excellence  we  have  come 
to  expect  of  our  missileers  has  been  enhanced  by  the  ex- 
perience gained  and  the  innovations  ensuing  from  past 
competitions.  The  Strategic  Air  Command  continues  to 
recognize  the  value  of  competition  among  its  units  — 
increasing  the  overall  capability  of  the  individual  and  the 
command  in  discharging  the  primary  mission.  From  the 
1978  missile  competition  will  flow  sharpened  individual 
skills  and  interchange  of  professional  knowledge.  Com- 
petitors will  learn  from  one  another  and  SAC  will  learn 
from  the  competitors.  We  can  expect  continued  improve- 
ment in  operational  concepts  and  procedures  — one  of 
the  competition’s  primary  objectives  — and  this  leads 
directly  to  a more  credible  and  capable  deterrent  force. 

The  strategic  missile  force  of  1978  remains  an  essential 
element  of  the  strategic  TRIAD  — the  nation’s  deterrent 
strength.  The  strategic  missile  force,  however,  is  a dynam- 
ic force,  and  the  TITAN  and  MINUTEMAN  systems  rep- 
resented in  the  1978  missile  combat  competition  differ 
significantly  from  the  competing  systems  in  the  first  mis- 
sile competition  in  1967.  Today,  weapon  system  configu- 
rations are  more  sophisticated,  complicated  and  demand 
more  of  our  people  than  ever  before.  Today’s  missiles  are 
indeed  great  weapons,  but  national  security  require- 


ments  will  lead  to  improvements  and  newer  systems.  As 
new  missiles  and  systems  appear,  the  personnel  working 
with  them  will  profit  from  the  experiences  gained  by  to- 
day’s missile  personnel  and  this  year’s  competitors,  just  as 
today’s  personnel  and  competitors  have  profited  from  the 
pioneers  of  the  past. 

The  annual  missile  combat  competition,  just  as  the 
strategic  missile  force,  must  remain  a dynamic  competi- 
tion, capable  of  responding  and  adapting  to  changing 
conditions.  The  1978  Missile  Combat  Competition,  al- 
though reduced  in  size,  is  a product  of  10  years  of  compe- 
tition experience.  Compared  to  the  first  competition, 
when  only  operations  crews  and  missile  maintenance  peo- 
ple vied,  OLYMPIC  ARENA  for  1978  includes  teams 
from  the  total  missile  community:  operations,  missile 
maintenance,  munitions,  security  police,  communica- 
tions and  civil  engineering.  It  will  remain  a challenging 
and  rigorous  test  of  the  finest,  most  professional  missi- 
leers in  the  world. 

The  dictionary  is  the  only  place  where  success  comes 
before  work;  and  the  select  crews  that  will  be  represent- 
ing their  wings  this  year  have  certainly  worked  hard  to 
earn  this  honor.  As  a result,  I feel  certain  the  competition 
will  be  exceedingly  rigorous. 

Judging  from  the  past  10  years’  experience,  we  can 
predict  that  the  1978  Missile  Combat  Competition  will 
also  result  in  improvements  in  operational  concepts  and 
procedures.  These  improvements,  as  in  the  past,  will  di- 
rectly contribute  to  maintaining  and  developing  a more 
credible  and  capable  deterrent  force. 

I look  forward  to  seeing  many  of  you  in  sunny  Califor- 
nia! ★★ 


Maj.  General  Earl  G.  Peck 
Deputy  Chief  of  Staff,  Operations 
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ON  OUR  COVER 

This  issue  heralds  the  de- 
dicated participants  in 
Olympic  Arena  78.  The 
staff  of  Combat  Crew 
wishes  good  luck  to  every- 
one involved  in  the  com- 
petition. 
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OUR 

PRIMARY  PURPOSE 


General  Richard  H.  Ellis 
Commander  in  Chief,  SAC 

Strategic  Air  Command  was  brought  into  being 
with  a primary  purpose  — not  of  fighting  wars  — 
but  to  be  so  ready  and  able  to  fight  that  war 
would  not  be  forced  upon  us.  Olympic  Arena  com- 
petitions have  made  important  contributions  to  our 
deterrent  posture.  Our  primary  purpose,  like  that  of 
other  U.S.  strategic  nuclear  forces,  is  to  deter  nu- 
clear attack.  Our  “TRIAD”  of  strategic  forces  must 
have  the  constant  ability  to  inflict  unacceptable 
damage  on  our  most  formidable  opponent  — Soviet 
Russia  — even  after  an  all  out  surprise  attack 
against  us  or  our  allies.  This  certain  ability  is  the 
cornerstone  of  our  nation’s  ability  to  deter  the  So- 
viet Union  from  aggression  against  us  or  our  Allies. 

Beyond  this  central  need,  we  are  charged  with 
several  other  key  military  tasks.  For  Strategic  Air 
Command  these  include:  selective  nuclear  options 
of  less  than  total  war;  supporting  Theater  Com- 
manders in  repelling  conventional  attacks;  support- 
ing Naval  Commanders  in  protecting  vital  sea  lanes; 
providing  aerial  refueling  for  bombardment,  recon- 
naissance, tactical  and  airlift  forces;  and  in  the  gath- 
ering and  processing  of  strategic  reconnaissance  in- 
formation. 

Without  intending  implications  that  “The  Rus- 
sians are  coming,”  I think  it  necessary  that  we  note 
the  changes  over  the  last  decade  in  what  the  Soviets 
refer  to  as  the  “correlation  of  forces.”  As  many  of 
you  will  recall,  there  was  a time  when  the  United 
States  was  the  supreme  nuclear  power  and  had  vir- 
tually the  only  force  capable  of  fighting  a nuclear 
war.  In  such  a world  America’s  control  of  interna- 
tional events  was  primarily  dependent  upon  inter- 
national perceptions  of  our  sense  of  determination. 
I think  history  will  assess  that  our  actions  in  that 


world,  overall,  showed  maturity  and  restraint. 

But  that  world  no  longer  exists.  Several  nations 
now  have  nuclear  forces,  others  have  tested  atomic 
weapons,  and  many  others  have  the  ability  to  “join 
the  nucM^r  club.”  Most  critically,  however,  we  are 
faced  today  with  a world  in  which  the  Soviet  Union 
boasts  a new.  found  strategic  equivalence  vis-a-vis 
the  United  States.  Overall,  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  military  power  which  the  Soviet  military  can 
bring  to  bear  — regardless  of  mission,  geography, 
or  environment  — have  grown  significantly  in  the 
past  decade.  Aggregate  Soviet  strategic  nuclear  ca- 
pabilities have  increased  roughly  fivefold  since 
1964. 

Although  the  comparison  of  strategic  forces  is  a 
complex  undertaking,  it  is  a task  which  we  have 
done  for  some  time  and  we  think  we  do  well.  Having 
just  made  such  a measure  in  the  defense  community, 
we  are  still  able  to  state  that  U.S.  and  Soviet  capa- 
bilities are  roughly  equivalent.  I am  confident  that 
we  can  carry  out  our  mission  today.  However,  when 
we  consider  the  total  Soviet  growth  in  relative  size 
and  quality  of  force,  I think  it  should  be  clear  that 
we  are  going  to  have  to  grow  some  ourselves  in 
order  to  compensate  for  the  Soviet  momentum  if  we 
are  not  to  fall  behind  in  several  aspects  of  military 
posture  over  the  next  several  years. 

That  is  an  outcome  which  all  of  us  are  determined 
cannot  be  allowed.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
this  assessment  is  agreed  to  by  the  President,  the 
majority  of  the  Congress,  and  most  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

Exactly  what  ought  to  be  done  to  retain  the  bal- 
ance has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  the  subject  of 
considerable  discussion.  All  of  us  would  like  to  see 
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negotiated  agreements  which  can  reduce  the  costs  of 
defense  and  at  the  same  time  maintain  or  improve 
security.  But,  where  such  agreements  do  not  exist, 
and  to  the  extent  that  they  do  not  guarantee  stabili- 
ty, we  must  retain  the  rough  equivalency  which  now 
exists.  A future  system  which  is  pertinent  to  that 
balance,  and  probably  of  great  interest  to  most 
Olympic  Arena  competitors,  is  the  M-X. 

M-X,  or  missile  X,  is  the  proposed  new  genera- 


tion of  intercontinental  ballistic  missile  for  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  is  important  to  us  in  two  respects:  what 
we  lose  without  it;  and,  what  we  gain  by  having  it. 
First,  it  is  altogether  possible  that  at  the  present  rate 
of  development  the  Soviets  can  by  the  mid-1980s 
place  the  bulk  of  our  present  ICBM  force  at  theoret- 
ical risk.  That  consideration  is  a double  edged 
sword,  however.  For  the  same  statistics  which  give 
us  those  probabilities  also  tell  us  that  neither  we  nor 
the  Soviets  could  have  a high  level  of  confidence  of 
such  destruction.  But,  even  as  they  cannot  be  sure 
that  their  future  weapons  growth  could  destroy  the 
Minuteman,  neither  can  we  be  sure  that  they  could 
not  do  so.  If  such  a capability  did  come  to  exist, 
moreover,  the  Soviets  could  not  be  sure  that  we 
would  not  use  a strategy  which  might  allow  us  to 
launch  our  missiles  when  under  confirmed  attack 
before  Russian  missiles  hit  the  Minuteman  silos. 
Again,  both  we  and  the  Soviets  would  be  more  se- 
cure if  such  was  not  necessary. 

Finally,  if  our  missile  force  became  vulnerable, 
we  might  be  secure  being  protected  by  bombers  and 
sub-launched  ballistic  missiles.  But  the  interlocking 
protections,  supports,  and  hedges  against  failure  of 
the  TRIAD  make  it  seem  unlikely  that  we  would  be 
willing  to  accept  the  lessened  security  of  a DIAD 
voluntarily. 

So,  there  are  many  uncertainties  facing  an  aggres- 
sor actually  attempting  such  an  attack,  as  opposed 
to  running  it  out  on  computers.  These  uncertainties, 
plus  the  offensive  options  open  to  the  President  in 
the  face  of  such  an  attack,  and  the  continuing  avail- 
ability of  the  bombers  and  sub-launched  missiles 
lead  me  to  believe  that  a decision  to  undertake  a 
disarming  “First  Strike”  against  our  ICBMs 

Continued  on  page  30 
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Lt  Col  Richard  W.  Blatter 
Editor 


At  the  moment  Whiteman  won  the  OA  competi- 
tion last  year,  a proud  eucalyptus  stump  was 
clearly  visible  to  all.  A lot  of  people  were  amazed 
when  the  Whitemanites  boasted  of  the  mystical 
powers  and  humble  beginnings  of  their  highly  deco- 
rated Stump.  From  what  Combat  Crew  staffers 
were  able  to  learn,  the  Stump  does,  in  fact,  have 
mystical  powers  and  he  did  come  from  a humble 
background. 

During  his  lifetime,  the  Stump  has  been  sawed, 
sanded,  modified,  decorated,  promoted  and  hon- 
ored. He  has  been  in  frontal  competition  with  the 
infamous  Root,  who  some  consider  a much  lower 
form  of  Stump.  At  one  time,  he  was  actually  domi- 
nated by  the  Root,  but  that  has  all  changed. 

It  all  started  during  the  first  score  posting  at  OA 
’76  where  the  Root  was  overwhelmingly  in  evidence. 
Root  supporters  seemed  to  be  everywhere  and  their 
battle  cry,  “Root,  Root,  Root”  was  audible  even  to 
the  far  reaches  of  the  Western  Test  Range.  Others 
were  amazed,  and  secretly  envious,  at  the  camara- 
derie and  spirit  that  the  Root  had  generated.  Few 
were  ready  to  meet  the  challenge  of  the  Root. 

The  day  after  that  first  score  posting,  members  of 
the  351st  were  observing  the  vehicle  rodeo  when 
they  noticed,  in  a small  stand  of  trees,  a previously 
cut  baby  eucalyptus  stump  that  appeared  to  beckon 
to  them.  They  approached  cautiously.  When  they 


finally  picked  him  up,  they  found  his  bite  was  bigger 
than  his  bark.  They  knew  immediately  that  they  had 
come  upon  something  very  special.  The  name  of 
their  new  charge  would  be  SrA  Eucalyptus  T. 
Stump  (“T”  for  tree).  They  were  so  overcome  with 
inspiration,  they  created  the  battle  cry  that  would 
someday  dominate  the  Root.  Through  the  stand  of 
eucalyptus  trees  that  day  at  Vandenberg,  came  the 
new  sound  of  OA  power,  “Tree  Bark,  Tree  Bark, 
Stump,  Stump,  Stump.”  The  Stump  had  quickly 
become  the  spiritual  leader  in  the  challenge  of  the 
Root. 

At  that  time  E.  T.  Stump  was  green  to  the  ways  of 
OA  competition,  but  the  Whiteman  competitors 
knew  that  with  some  aging  the  Stump  would  surely 
become  a fast  burner. 

At  the  next  score  posting,  SrA  E.  T.  Stump  was 
immediately  in  heated  confrontation  with  the  leg- 
endary Root.  After  long  and  spirited  verbal  com- 
bat, the  tide  slowly  changed  in  favor  of  the  Stump. 
When  it  became  apparent  that  the  Root  was  finally 
stumped  and  no  longer  maintained  his  supremacy, 
the  frenzied  crowd  joyously  chanted,  “The  Root  is 
dead.  The  Root  is  dead.  Long  live  the  Stump.”  At 
the  end  of  the  confrontation,  the  Root  received  a 
token  eulogy  and  was  put  to  rest  during  the  famous 
Root  funeral. 
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The  funeral  procession  was  quite  memorable  to 
all  those  in  attendance.  The  Root’s  casket,  adorned 
with  flowered  ice  plant  sprigs  (the  California  state 
flower),  led  the  procession,  followed  triumphantly 
by  the  new  leader  of  OA  influence,  SrA  Eucalyptus 
T.  Stump. 

Because  of  his  inexperience  at  OA  competition, 
the  Stump  was  only  able  to  lead  his  followers  to  a 
second  place  finish  in  ’76.  During  the  months  that 
followed,  however,  the  Stump  became  a seasoned 
veteran  at  producing  success.  It  was  clear  that  he 
was  endowed  with  special  mystical  powers  and  was 
able  to  inspire  tremendous  competitive  drive  in  oth- 
ers. He  also  gained  a great  deal  of  maturity  and 
wisdom. 

Last  year,  the  Stump  returned  to  the  competition, 
applied  all  powers  and  led  the  351st  to  an  unprece- 
dented third  OA  win.  As  a result,  the  Stump  was 
awarded  a spot  promotion  to  sergeant.  Several 
months  later,  he  was  further  rewarded  by  a promo- 
tion to  staff  sergeant  by  the  commander  of  the 
mighty  Eighth  Air  Force. 

SSgt  Eucalyptus  T.  Stump  was  the  force  behind 
the  success  of  one  wing  and  the  downfall  of  many 
others.  Today  the  Stump  stands  ready  to  success- 
fully defend  his  supremacy  as  the  true  leader  of  OA 
competitors  everywhere.  Will  the  Stump  be  able  to 


SSGT.  EUCALYPTUS  T.  STUMP  faces  barber  Jim  Heifer’s 
scissors  as  he  awaits  a bark  cut.  "I  think  they’re  barking  up 
the  wrong  tree.”  commented  Sergeant  Stump  before  re- 
ceiving his  first  bark  cut.  Lt  Col  Jack  Chandler,  Olympic 
Arena  project  officer,  looks  on. 

apply  mystical  powers  and  produce  a fourth  win  for 
the  351st?  It  has  been  reported  that  the  Root  may 
have  been  resurrected  and  that  the  North  Dakota 
state  tree  (the  telephone  pole)  may  make  an  appear- 
ance this  year.  In  any  event,  the  famous  SSgt  Euca- 
lyptus T.  Stump  will  be  challenged.  Will  anyone  be 
able  to  cut  him  down? 
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Wings  in  Competition 


(Top)  308th  SPS  Comm 
Plotter  SSgt  Calvin  R. 
Perkins  works  in  Central 
Security  Control.  (Right) 
381st  Civil  Engineering 
Team:  TSgt  Bill  Kilgore 
and  Mr  Ray  Brill  (WG-10). 
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308th  SMW  Operations  Team  (L-R)  Capt  Robert  E.  Loach,  ILt  Charles  L.  Lewis, 
SSgt  Leo  S.  Schrubb  and  SSgt  Dennis  Tarkington. 


The  308th  SMW,  Little  Rock  AFB, 

will  be  hard  to  beat  in  this  year’s  Olympic 
Arena  competition.  Represented  by  the 
famous  Arkansas  Razorback,  as  usual, 
Little  Rock  teams  are  expecting  to 
“HOG”  the  trophy  presentations.  Missile 
combat  crews,  maintenance  teams,  secu- 
rity police,  communications,  and  civil  en- 
gineer competitors  are  ready  to  bring 
home  to  Arkansas  the  Blanchard  Trophy. 
The  results  of  a recent  3901st  SMES  in- 
spection of  the  308th  SMW  show  that  the 
Razorback  team  is  capable  and  ready  to 
prove  its  ability  in  competition  with  other 
SAC  missile  units. 

The  operations  side  of  the  308th  SMW 
will  field  two  experienced  Titan  II  Missile 
Combat  Crews.  Capt  Robert  E.  Loach, 
ILt  Charles  O.  Lewis,  SSgt  Leo  S. 
Schrubb,  and  SSgt  Dennis  L.  Tarkington 
will  team  up  with  Capt  Michael  M. 
Evans,  ILt  Leonard  E.  Patterson,  SSgt 
Vernon  G.  Markwardt,  and  SSgt  Robert 
L.  Sullivan  to  wrench  away  the  opera- 
tions trophies  from  all  other  combat 
crews.  Last  year,  the  308th  SMW  won  the 
Air  Force  Association’s  “Best  Titan  Op- 
erations” Trophy. 

On  the  maintenance  side  of  the  308th 
SMW,  each  team  member  has  honed  up 
his  skills  to  a fine  degree  to  prepare  for 
this  year’s  competition.  Last  year’s  Muni- 
tions Team  was  judged  the  Best  Titan 
Munitions  Team  in  SAC.  This  year,  SSgt 
Wyman  L.  Murphy,  Sgt  Edward  J. 
Zangger  and  SrA  Miguel  A.  Amador  Jr. 
will  be  trying  their  best  to  again  come  out 
on  top  of  the  heap. 

Another  experienced  maintenance 
team  will  be  in  the  Olympic  Arena  Titan  II 
Facilities  competition.  SSgt  Charles  E. 
Crabtree  will  team  up  with  SrA  Robert  J. 
Carr  to  bring  home  some  gold. 

Electronics  Lab  experts  SSgt  Larry  D. 
Norman  and  SSgt  Barry  E.  Ribbons  will 
be  shooting  for  the  best  in  SAC  when  they 
leave  sunny  Arkansas  in  their  trek  west. 

Rounding  out  the  Razorback  mainte- 
nance efforts  will  be  Propulsion  Special- 
ists SSgt  Bobbie  D.  Gains  Jr.  and  SrA 
David  L.  Dillard.  Their  skill,  dedication 
and  expertise  will  surely  bring  them  home 
winners. 

The  Security  Police  from  the  308th 
SMW  are  some  of  the  best  in  SAC.  Scor- 
ing high  in  competitive  evaluations  is  the 
rule  and  not  the  exception.  This  year’s 


competitors  include  Sgt  Harold  E.  Ri- 
chardson and  AlC  John  F.  Holland  Jr. 
Also  representing  the  308th  SPS  is  SSgt 
Calvin  R.  Perkins,  central  security  con- 
trol communications  plotter. 

This  year  there  will  also  be  two  non- 
SAC  units  helping  the  308th  SMW  win 
the  Blanchard  Trophy.  The  314th  Civil 
Engineering  Squadron  (MAC)  will  be 
sending  Sgt  Eddie  Powers  and  Mr  Roger 
Forinash  as  their  Electrical  Team.  Last 
year’s  CE  team  won  its  competition  and 
this  year’s  team  is  even  better  prepared. 

The  other  non-SAC  unit  will  be  from 
the  2151st  Communications  Squadron 
(AFCS).  Their  team  members  are  AlC 
Ronald  J.  Gault  and  AlC  Donald  J. 
Sweitzer.  They  will  be  troubleshooting 
the  power  supply  of  the  SAC  Automated 
Command  and  Control  System 
(SACCS). 

All  the  talented  members  of  this  year’s 
Razorback  team  have  worked  long  and 
hard  to  prepare  for  this  competition  and 
have  made  it  known  that  they  are  going  to 
bring  home  the  Blanchard  from  Olympic 
Arena  1978. 

The  381st  SMW  underwent  a long  and 
demanding  training  schedule  to  prepare 
for  one,  and  only  one,  goal  — winning  the 
Blanchard  Trophy  in  1978.  In  years  past, 
McConnell’s  team  reached  numerous 
goals  to  win  honors  in  many  areas  of 


Olympic  Arena,  including  winning  the 
Blanchard  twice.  The  teams  from 
McConnell  have  also  won  such  awards  as 
Top  Titan  II  Wing,  Best  Titan  Crew,  Best 
Titan  Electronics  Team,  Best  Missile 
Maintenance  Team,  and  Best  Titan  Com- 
munications Team.  They  were  also  hon- 
ored with  the  Air  Force  Logistics  Com- 
mand Titan  Logistics  Trophy. 

Combat  crews  from  the  533rd  and  532d 
Strategic  Missile  Squadrons  have  under- 
gone extensive  practice  sessions  in  order 
to  win  the  award  for  the  best  operations 
during  Olympic  Arena. 

To  qualify  for  competition  in  this 
year’s  Olympic  Arena,  each  crewmember 
had  to  finish  number  one  or  two  in  his 
area  contests  conducted  in  the  missile 
procedures  trainer. 

This  will  be  the  year  of  the  Titan  again, 
especially  the  Titans  of  McConnell  Air 
Force  Base.  McConnell’s  operations 
team  consists  of  two  combat  competitive 
crews  and  one  combat  training  crew. 
Crew  S-100,  representing  the  wing  Stan- 
dardization Division  is  composed  of  Capt 
Dana  H.  Bell  (MCCC),  ILt  Kenneth  J. 
Dziewulski  (DMCCC),  SSgt  Michael  B. 
Hollon  (BM  AT)  and  SSgt  John  Edwards 
(MFT). 

Representing  the  532d  SMS  is  Crew  32 
with  ILt  Terry  G.  Cook  (MCCC),  ILt 
John  J.  Fraser  (DMCCC),  SrA  Michael 
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F.  Gremillion  (BMAT)  and  Sgt  Daniel 
M.  Mainline  (MFT).  The  backbone  of  the 
team  is  the  training  crew.  Diligent  efforts 
and  hours  of  work  preparing  the  two 
competitive  crews  toward  the  ultimate 
victory  is  the  key  to  the  success  of  the 
McConnell  team.  The  training  team,  rep- 
resenting the  533rd  SMS  is  commanded 
by  ILt  Louis  R.  Johnson  (MCCC),  ILt 
Kenneth  P.  Halverson  (DMCCC),  SSgt 
Timothy  W.  Brown  (BMAT)  and  SrA 
Gary  Hansen  (MFT). 

Many  practice  sessions  were  scheduled 
to  test  the  individuals’  compliance  to  tech 
orders  and  speed  and  accuracy  in  solving 
problems.  All  procedures  that  will  be 
used  during  Olympic  Arena  are  rehearsed 
carefully  to  eliminate  even  the  smallest 
problems,  and  every  procedure  used  is 
carefully  checked  to  eliminate  errors. 
Following  each  training  session  an  in- 
depth  critique  is  held  to  pinpoint  all  prob- 
lem areas. 

During  Olympic  Arena,  each  missile 
crew  will  compete  in  two  trainer  exercises 
which  are  worth  300  points.  The  total 
wing  effort  in  operations  will  have  a total 
value  of  1200  points  toward  winning  the 
Blanchard  Trophy. 

This  year,  McConnell’s  381st  Security 
Police  Olympic  Arena  Team  will  be 
working  to  regain  the  title  of  Best  Titan 
Security  Police  Team.  McConnell’s  team 
won  the  trophy  in  1975  when  security  po- 
lice teams  were  first  added  to  the  competi- 
tion. Since  then,  the  security  team  has 
been  defeated  for  two  years  running  by 
the  Davis-Monthan  lawmen  only  by  a 
fine  margin. 

Members  of  this  year’s  McConnell  se- 
curity team  will  be  Sgt  John  Chambers, 
Communications/ Plotter;  SrA  Patrick 
Griffith,  Alarm  Response  Team  (ART) 
Leader;  and  SrA  Michael  Yardley,  ART 
member.  Sgt  Stephen  Eskine  is  the  team’s 
alternate  member.  These  individuals  will 
make  up  this  year’s  streamlined  team. 

This  year  at  Vandenberg,  the  men  will 
perform  a daytime  security  exercise  on  a 
launch  complex  that  will  test  the  reac- 
tions to  real-live  situations. 

A total  of  200  points  will  be  the  goal  for 
the  Security  Police  Team.  It  is  divided 
between  a practical  exercise  and  weapons 
proficiency  with  the  M-16  rifle. 

According  to  2Lt  Keith  Graham,  Secu- 
rity Police  Olympic  Arena  project  officer, 
“The  team  trained  extensively  in  the  field 
during  normal  duties  through  February. 


In  March  they  were  brought  together  to 
develop  teamwork  and  shooting  skills 
and  hone  their  knowledge  and  perform- 
ance to  a competition  edge.” 

McConnell’s  Communications  Squad- 
ron will  be  sending  two  of  its  members  to 
compete  for  the  trophy;  SSgt  William  M. 
Edwards  and  Sgt  Ray  T.  Garcia  of  the 
Strategic  Air  Command  Automated 
Command  and  Control  System  (S  ACCS) 
maintenance  section. 

During  the  last  three  months  they  were 
training  to  sharpen  their  skills  in  bench 
checking,  troubleshooting  and  repair  of 
the  PP-3405/FXQ  Keyboard  Power 
Supply.  Commander  of  the  2155th  Com- 


munications Squadron,  Major  K.  Loud, 
stated  “Olympic  Arena  competition  for 
communications  squadron  competitors  is 
definitely  one  of  the  high  points  each 
year.  First,  we  represent  the  Air  Force 
Communications  Service  as  the  only 
other  major  command  in  a basically  SAC 
competition.  Second,  we  have  a tradition 
of  winning  to  uphold,  having  produced 
winning  communications  teams  in  the 
two  years  that  communications  has  com- 
peted.” 

Another  major  part  in  this  year’s 
Olympic  Arena  competition  is  McCon- 
nell’s 381st  Civil  Engineering  Squadron. 
This  will  be  the  third  year  that  Civil  Engi- 
neering will  field  contestants  and  the  sec- 


ond year  the  interior  electric  shop  will  be 
competing. 

Two  interior  electricians  have  been  se- 
lected to  represent  the  381st  SMW  this 
year.  TSgt  Bill  Kilgore,  a quality  control 
electrical  evaluator/ inspector  and  Mr 
Ray  Brill,  WG-10,  interior  electrician, 
compose  the  team  which  is  coached  by 
SrA  Rafael  Romero,  a competitor  from 
last  year. 

The  competition  will  be  based  on  the 
test  and  adjust  procedures  of  the 
52N/  52G  circuit  breaker  utilizing  the  CB- 
225  test  unit.  A possible  200  points  can  be 
won  by  demonstrating  thorough  equip- 
ment knowledge  and  rapidly  performing 


the  adjust/ test  procedures. 

The  largest  segment  of  this  year’s  ^ 
Olympic  Arena  team  will  be  the  mainte-  i 
nance  competitors.  Nine  highly  qualified  ; 
technicians  and  five  alternates  have  been 
chosen  to  represent  the  entire  McConnell 
maintenance  contingent  at  the  annual 
missile  competition. 

The  maintenance  competitors  are  di- 
vided into  four  different  teams  — Propul- 
sion, Electronics  Laboratory,  Munitions 
and  Elevator. 

The  Propulsion  Team  consists  of:  Sgt 
Forest  D.  Burgess,  Sgt  Michael  D. 
Wright,  and  an  alternate,  Sgt  Victor  Gali. 
The  coaches  for  the  team  are  SMSgt  Carl 
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(Right)  Little  Rock  AFB  Communications  Team  A1C  Donald  J. 
Seitzer  and  A1C  Ronald  J.  Gault  troubleshoot  a 465L  power 
supply,  (below  left)  308th  SMW  Operations  Team  (l-r)  Capt 
Michael  M.  Evans,  1 Lt  Leonard  Patterson,  SSgt  Robert  L.  Sulli- 
van and  SSgt  Vernon  G.  Markwardt.  (below  right)  314th  CSG 
Civil  Engineering  Team  (l-r)  Mr  Roger  Forinash  and  Sgt  Eddie 
Powers,  (bottom)  308th  SMW  Propulsion  Specialists  (l-r)  SrA 
David  L.  Dillard  and  SSgt  Bobbie  D.  Gaines  Jr. 


Duggan  and  SSgt  James  Reed. 

The  Titan  II  propulsion  exercise  will  be 
held  at  McConnell  this  year.  After  the 
exercise,  the  participants  will  be  flown  to 
Vandenberg  AFB  in  California  for  score 
posting  and  ceremonies. 

Two  hundred  and  forty  hours  of  train- 
ing is  planned  for  this  year’s  propulsion 
team.  The  propulsion  team  exercise  will 
include  leak  checks  and  functional  checks 
of  the  Titan  engine  components. 

The  maintenance  project  officer,  Capt 
Willie  J.  Cowan,  stated,  “This  is  one  of 
the  youngest  propulsion  teams  that  we 
have  sent  to  Olympic  Arena.  However,  it 
has  more  engine  and  propulsion  knowl- 
Continued  on  page  28 
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90th  SMW  Minuteman 
Crew  S-231:  Capt  David 
L.  Olson  and  1 Lt  Scott 
L.  Smith. 
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The  44th  SMW,  Ellsworth  AFB  and  the  Black  Hills 
Bandits  are  ready  for  the  eleventh  annual  missile  combat 
competition,  Olympic  Arena  1978,  held  at  Vandenberg 
AFB.  The  Bandits,  under  the  direction  of  Col  Ralph  E. 
Spraker,  44th  SMW  commander,  will  represent  Ells- 
worth as  one  of  the  nine  ICBM  wings  of  the  Strategic  Air 
Command  participating  in  the  contest.  At  stake  in  the ’78 
competition  is  the  top  prize,  the  coveted  Blanchard 
Trophy  and  with  it  the  recognition  as  the  “Best  Missile 
Wing  in  SAC,”  a distinction  that  accompanies  the  winner 
of  the  Olympic  Arena  challenge. 

Specialized  training  in  support  of  Olympic  Arena  ’78 
began  on  1 February,  following  the  selection  of  the  20 
competition  team  members  who  comprise  the  Black  Hills 
Bandits  this  year.  Lt  Col  Lloyd  L.  Tilley,  Olympic  Arena 
project  officer  for  the  44th  SMW,  and  the  individual  pro- 
ject staff  officers  for  the  Missile  Operations,  Missile 
Maintenance,  Communications,  Munitions,  Security  Po- 
lice and  Civil  Engineering  teams  spent  three  months  pre- 
paring their  competitors  for  the  showdown  at  Vanden- 
berg. 

For  1978,  the  competition  will  focus  on  testing  the  skill, 
knowledge  and  professional  expertise  of  the  participants 
while  they  perform  in  their  specified  task  areas.  Working 
as  a team,  each  individual  contestant  will  be  under  the 
watchful  eyes  of  the  evaluators  and  the  pressure  of  the 
clock  as  they  attempt  to  isolate  equipment  malfunctions 
and  troubleshoot  the  necessary  repairs.  Training  will  in- 
tensify in  the  time  remaining  until  the  competition 
leaves  only  the  best  in  each  task  area  to  represent  their 
unit  in  its  quest  for  the  Blanchard  Trophy. 

The  44th  SMW  Operations  competitors  are  under  the 
leadership  of  Lt  Col  Gares  Garber  Jr.,  currently  the  oper- 
ations officer  for  the  67th  SMS.  Lt  Col  Garber  supervised 
the  missile  procedures  trainer  familiarization  for  the  two 
primary  missile  combat  crews  representing  the  Black  Hills 
Bandits  in  Olympic  Arena  ’78.  Assisting  Lt  Col  Garber 
with  crew  instruction  were  Capt  Charles  Youtherand  ILt 
Richard  Burgess,  the  operations  training  crew,  who  will 
devise  problems  and  situations  that  the  competitors  might 
encounter.  This  year’s  two  primary  teams  are  composed 
of  Capt  Thomas  R.  McCarthy  and  ILt  Frank  R.  Riley, 
Crew  E-165,  and  Capt  Arnulfo  S.  Alanis  and  ILt  Carl  L. 
Hamblin,  Crew  E-053.  These  crew  pairings  combine  to 
produce  a blend  of  weapon  system  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence that  will  be  tough  to  beat.  All  the  competitors  have 
over  two  years  of  experience  in  the  Minuteman  system 
and  at  one  time  during  their  tour  of  duty  at  Ellsworth, 
each  has  been  a member  of  the  44th  Standardization/ 
Evaluation  section.  In  addition,  two  of  the- four,  Capt 
Alanis  and  Lt  Hamblin,  are  veterans  of  past  Olympic 
Arena  competitions. 

Capt  George  Short,  OIC  of  combat  targeting  and 
Olympic  Arena  project  officer  for  Missile  Maintenance, 
supervised  the  training  of  the  three  teams  that  represent 
the  44th  SMW  as  members  of  the  Black  Hills  Bandits.  For 
the  ’78  competition,  44th  Missile  Maintenance  will  have 
two-man  teams  from  Refrigeration,  the  Electronics  Lab- 
oratory and  the  Electro-Mechanical  Shop.  Team  mem- 
bers from  Refrigeration  will  be  tasked  with  a pre- 
operational  bench  test  of  a Minuteman  guidance  and 
control  chiller.  Sgt  Craig  E.  Sanders  and  SrA  Richard  P. 
Thake  from  Refrigeration  will  also  be  responsible  for  an 


44th  SMW,  Ellsworth  Crew  E-165  Capt  Thomas  R. 
McCarthy  and  ILt  Frank  R.  Riley. 


Ellsworth's  Munitions  Maintenance  competitors,  (I- 
r),  SSgt  John  C.  Kuhn,  A1C  Brian  McLaverty,  and 
A1C  Steven  A.  Sawyer. 


SSgt  Gordon  Mickleson  and  Sgt  Lenny  Vollmer  of 
the  2148th  Communications  Squadron,  Ellsworth. 
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(Right)  44th  SMW  Refrigeration  Techni- 
cians Sgt  Craig  E.  Sanders  and  SrA  Rich- 
ard P.  Thake.  (Below)  A1 C Joseph  Murphy 
(left)  and  A1C  Richard  C.  Bolar,  44th 
SMW,  will  serve  as  the  alternate  Security 
Alert  Team  members.  (Below  right)  Crew 
E-053,  44th  SMW,  Capt  Arnulfo  S.  Alanis 
and  ILt  Carl  L.  Hamblin,  configure  the 
launch  enable  control  group  signal  panel 
in  preparation  for  a remote  weather  com- 
mand to  a flight  sortie. 


operational  chiller  checkout,  including  a compressor  and 
fan  high  and  low  voltage  verification,  following  the  bench 
test. 

From  the  Electronics  Laboratory,  Sgt  Richard  A. 
Kraesig  and  AlC  Pedro  Perez  will  test  their  trouble- 
shooting skills,  accomplishing  an  operational  checkout, 
including  fault  isolation  and  repair,  on  a code  change 
verifier  (CCV).  A shielding  check  on  the  CCV  will  also  be 
performed.  As  members  of  the  E-Lab  team,  this  will  be 
their  first  Olympic  Arena  competition.  Ellsworth’s  final 
maintenance  entry  will  be  an  Electro-Mechanical  team 
composed  of  SrA  Eugene  C.  Hernandez  and  SrA  Michael 
K.  Stiff.  They  will  perform  a distribution  box  (D-Box) 
electrical  inspection  which  consists  of  four  separate 
checkouts;  the  circuit  breaker  check,  a continuity  check, 
relay  and  diode  inspection  and  the  safety  control  switch 
checkout.  The  average  age  of  the  maintenance  competi- 
tors is  21.  Not  one  of  the  six  has  ever  competed  in  a 
previous  Olympic  Arena.  Despite  their  age,  each  team 
member  is  fully  competent  in  those  tasks  which  he  will 
undertake.  Capt  Short,  as  well  as  the  44th  Missile  Mainte- 
nance team  members  themselves,  feel  that  this  will  be  the 
year  of  the  Bandit. 

The  2148th  Communications  Squadron,  Ellsworth’s 
entry  for  Olympic  Arena  ’78  is  the  best  communications 
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squadron  in  support  of  the  SAC  mission.  This  was  evident 
as  the  competitors  for  Olympic  Arena  ’77  copped  top 
honors,  to  be  awarded  the  title  “Best  in  Missile  Communi- 
cations’’ last  year.  This  April,  the  2148th  will  return  to 
Vandenberg  to  defend  their  title,  sending  1977  Olympic 
Arena  veteran  SSgt  Gordon  “Mick”  Mickleson  and  Sgt 
Lenny  Vollmer,  as  alternate  to  the  ’77  sweep  by  Ells- 
worth’s Communications  competitors.  SSgt  Michelson 
and  Sgt  Vollmer  will  troubleshoot,  repair  and  align  the 
power  supply  for  the  digital  communications  keyboard, 
located  at  the  remote  communications  central  (RCC). 
This  piece  of  equipment  is  part  of  the  SAC  Automated 
Command  and  Control  System  (SACCS)  normally  main- 
tained by  the  communications  work  center.  Training  for 
the  ’78  competition  was  directed  by  2Lt  Barry  Schoen 
who  feels,  as  do  the  Communications  members  of  the 
Black  Hills  Bandits,  that  the  2148th  will  be  number  one 
again  this  year  in  the  quest  for  the  Blanchard  Trophy. 

Competing  in  their  second  annual  appearance  for 
Olympic  Arena,  technicians  of  the  28th  BMW  Munitions 
Maintenance  Section,  co-located  with  and  representing 
the  44th  SMW,  are  determined  to  be  a winning  element  of 
the  1978  Black  Hills  Bandits.  Under  the  watchful  eye  of 
ILt  David  L.  Sadler,  munitions  maintenance  storage  and 
branch  chief,  preparation  of  the  three-man  team  for  Ells- 
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worth  was  extensive  and  thorough.  The  exercise  assigned 
to  the  competition  crew  chief,  SSgt  John  C.  Kuhn  and  his 
two  team  members,  A 1C  Brian  McLaverty  and  AlC  Ste- 
ven A.  Sawyers,  will  be  the  assembly  of  an  MK-1 1 reentry 
vehicle.  The  operation  requires  the  configuration  of  com- 
ponents and  minor  hardware  onto  an  MK-11  training 
warhead.  At  various  stages  of  the  assembly,  the  reentry 
vehicle  will  be  tested  for  electrical  continuity  to  insure  the 
proper  mounting  of  the  equipment.  Though  speed  is  a 
factor  in  this  contest,  adherence  to  technical  orders  and 
safety  requirements  is  the  key  to  victory  for  the  Munitions 
Maintenance  Team. 

The  44th  Missile  Security  Squadron  sends  three  com- 
petitors to  Vandenberg  AFB  to  vie  for  honors  at  Olympic 
Arena  ’78.  2Lt  John  Faulkner,  flight  security  supervisor 
and  project  officer  for  the  Security  Police  in  this  year’s 
competition,  has  identified  SSgt  Frank  Blackwell  to  lead 
the  security  team  in  his  capacity  as  flight  security  con- 
troller. The  two  Security  Alert  team  members,  SrA  Mark 
A.  Lorance  and  SrA  John  I.  Calvert,  are  both  previous 
Olympic  Arena  participants  from  the  1977  competition. 
In  addition  to  firing  the  M-16,  the  security  contestants 
will  conduct  a “strike”  of  a simulated  security  situation  at 
a launch  facility.  Lt  Faulkner  expects  all  three  team  mem- 
bers to  score  well  for  the  Bandits  and  to  lead  the  pack  in 
the  assault  on  the  Blanchard  this  April. 

Capt  Wallace  Smart!  will  direct  the  Civil  Engineering 
Team  for  the  second  consecutive  year.  In  their  only  two 
appearances  in  Olympic  Arena  to  date,  the  44th  Civil 
Engineers  have  placed  at  or  near  the  top  on  both  occa- 
sions. This  year,  Mr  Daniel  H.  Sullivan  and  SSgt  William 
L.  Fox,  both  competitors  in  the  ’77  contest,  will  shoot  for 
honors  as  the  “Best  in  SAC.”  Billed  as  the  Black  Hills 
Bandits  Interior  Electrical  Team,  Mr  Sullivan  and  SSgt 
Fox  will  test  their  skills  in  maintaining  the  launch  control 
facility  elevator  and  related  support  equipment.  Both 
having  had  the  exposure  of  previous  competition  and 
another  year  of  experience  to  sharpen  their  skills,  there  is 
little  doubt  but  that  they  will  be  hard  to  beat. 

So  there  you  have  it.  Ellsworth  AFB  and  the  44th  SMW 
have  chosen  their  best  20  competitors.  Skill,  desire,  moti- 
vation, dedication,  professionalism,  weapon  system 
knowledge,  extra  effort  and  performance  are  all  catch- 
words that  follow  the  Olympic  Arena  tradition.  They  are 
also  applicable  to  each  and  every  member  of  the  Black 
Hills  Bandits.  Olympic  Arena  is  designed  to  push  the  man 
and  his  equipment  to  their  limit  and  then  some.  When  the 
competition  begins  and  the  clock  starts  ticking  off  the 
seconds,  each  team  member  will  be  able  to  call  on  years  of 
practical  experience,  months  of  specialized  instruction 
and  the  self-confidence  that  comes  from  the  knowledge 
that  he  is  the  “Best”  from  his  missile  wing.  With  the  quali- 
ty of  the  competitors  from  the  44th,  the  Blanchard 
Trophy  and  all  its  trappings  will  once  again  return  to  the 
Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota,  the  home  of  the  “Best” 
Missile  Wing  in  the  Strategic  Air  Command. 

At  the  90th  SMW,  F.  E.  Warren  AFB,  excelling  at 
inspections  has  been  the  standard  for  the  members  of  the 
team,  who  now  are  looking  forward  to  excelling  in  the 
“best  of  the  best  missilemen”  competition  at  Olympic 
Arena.  The  20  competitors  selected  to  participate  this 
year  departed  the  plains  of  Wyoming  with  but  one 
thought  on  their  minds  — the  coveted  Blanchard  Trophy. 

Of  this  year’s  Olympic  Arena  ’78  team,  only  two  mem- 
bers are  returnees  from  Olympic  Arena  ’77;  however,  this 
fact  has  not  dampened  the  spirits  of  those  who  survived 
the  careful  selection  process. 

The  anchorman  for  the  90th’s  maintenance  competitors 
is  TSgt  Steven  Cochrane  who  in  O A ’77  came  out  a winner 
as  a member  of  the  best  Field  Maintenance  Team  in  SAC. 
Teaming  up  this  year  with  AlC  Arthur  Smith  Jr.,  as  the 
Missile  Refrigeration  Team,  Sgt  Cochrane’s  experience  is 


a definite  asset. 

Making  up  the  Electro-Mechanical  Team,  SSgt  Dennis 
W.  Cramer  and  Sgt  Ricky  N.  Wilson  want  nothing  more 
than  to  come  out  on  top  in  their  first  competition. 

The  Electronics-Laboratory  Team  is  comprised  of  Sgt 
James  P.  McKenna  and  Sgt  Joseph  Rinehart.  This  is  a 
new  area  of  competition  and  both  sergeants  are  confident 
they  can  win. 

Rounding  out  the  90th’s  maintenance  competitors  will 
be  the  Munitions  Team  headed  up  by  Sgt  James  L.  Thom- 
as. AlC  Kenneth  S.  Corkill  and  AlC  Timothy  J. 
Spencer  are  the  other  team  members. 

This  is  only  the  second  year  the  civil  engineers  will  be 
represented  at  Olympic  Arena.  Using  their  skills  to  main- 
tain the  elevators  and  their  components  which  transport 
personnel  and  equipment  to  a launch  control  center  will 
be  the  Interior  Electrical  Team  of  AlC  Mickey  F.  Frazier 
and  AlC  Richard  A.  Schuckenbrock. 

Warren’s  Communications  Team  which  is  trained  in 


I think  we  proved  its  value  as  a deterrent 
weapon  when  the  Soviets  declined  our 
invitation  to  a foil  pack  box  luncheon. 


the  Strategic  Air  Command’s  Automated  Command  and 
Control  System  (SACCS)  can’t  wait  to  be  observed  mak- 
ing bench  check  repairs  and  aligning  the  PP3405  regulat- 
ed power  supply.  Team  members  are  Sgt  Wayne  K. 
Wager  and  SrA  Robert  A.  Paroda. 

The  flight  security  controller  on  this  year’s  Security 
Police  Team  will  be  SSgt  Kent  E.  Hoskins.  Security  Alert 
Team  member  SrA  David  R.  Arel  is  the  other  experienced 
man  from  the  90th’s  OA  ’77  competitor  list.  Airman  Arel 
will  be  lending  his  partner  SrA  Kevin  D.  Bissonett.  The 
Security  Police  Team  is  banking  on  the  knowledge  gained 
from  their  trainer,  ILt  Bruce  D.  Quindon,  an  OA  ’77 
competitor,  to  make  a good  showing  this  year. 

None  of  the  members  of  Warren’s  missile  crew  force  has 
ever  attended  the  competition.  However,  the  team  has  an 
OA  'll  alternate,  Capt  Edwin  E.  Neel.  Capt  Neel  of  Crew 
S-233  and  I Lt  Gary  E.  Browning  will  team  up  with  Crew 
S-231,  Capt  David  L.  Olson  and  ILt  Scott  L.  Smith  to 
come  home  from  the  competition  as  the  two  best  crews  in 
the  Strategic  Air  Command. 

“Despite  a lack  of  Olympic  Arena  competition  experi- 
ence, this  year’s  competitors  in  my  eyes  have  already  prov- 

Continued  on  page  18 
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Wings  in  Competition  . 


(Above  left)  90th  SMW  Electro- 
Mechanical  Team:  Sgt  Ricky  N.  Wil- 
son and  SSgt  Dennis  W.  Cramer. 
(Above)  90th  SMW  Communications 
Team:  SrA  Robert  A.  Paroda  and  Sgt 
Wayne  K.  Water.  (Right)  90th  SMW 
Electronics  Laboratory  Team:  Sgt 
James  P.  McKenna  and  Sgt  Joseph 
Rinehart. 


MINUTEMAN 

Continued  from  page  15 

en  their  professional  ability  during  the  3901st  Strategic 
Missile  Evaluation  Squadron’s  and  the  Air  Force  Inspec- 
tor General’s  inspection  of  the  90th,”  said  Col  James  E. 
Cowan,  90th  SMW  commander. 

“These  select  few  will  be  taking  with  them  that  special 
esprit  de  corps  of  the  entire  wing  and  will  bring  the  Blan- 
chard Trophy  back  with  them.  This  symbolizes  the  ‘best 
of  the  best’  and  1 am  already  convinced  that  we  are.” 

The  91st  SMW,  Minot  AFB  team  is  going  all-out  in  an 
effort  to  bring  home  the  prize  of  all  prizes:  the  Blanchard 
Trophy,  symbol  of  the  “best  of  the  best”  in  the  Strategic 
Air  Command. 

In  the  1977  competition,  the  Minot  team  came  home 
with  second  place  in  the  overall  competition  and  the  best 
Security  Police  team  in  SAC. 

Of  the  20  members  of  Minot’s  OA  team,  only  six  have 
had  previous  experience  at  OA. 

Capt  Carl  L.  Critchlow,  Crew  E-106  missile  combat 


crew  commander,  has  had  two  years  experience  in  Olym- 
pic Arena.  The  Redlands,  California  native  was  the  deputy 
missile  combat  Crew  commander  on  the  1976  training 
crew  and  a DMCCC  competitor  on  Crew  E-055  in  1977. 
Capt  Critchlow  is  married  and  has  been  at  Minot  AFB  for 
over  two  of  his  four  and  one-half  years  in  the  Air  Force. 

The  second  member  of  Crew  E-106  is  2Lt  Dick  Baay  of 
Willingboro,  N.J.  Lt  Baay  is  the  DMCCC  and  has  spent 
over  a year  at  Minot  AFB.  He  has  had  no  previous  experi- 
ence in  OA  competition. 

The  MCCC  of  Crew  E-036  is  1 Lt  Edward  F.  Tiegeler  of 
Jacksonville,  Fla.  He  was  a DMCCC  competitor  in  both 
the  1976  and  1977  competitions.  Lt  Tiegeler  is  married 
and  has  spent  his  three  years  in  the  Air  Force  at  Minot 
AFB. 

ILt  Randall  L.  James,  DMCCC,  with  no  OA  experi- 
ence, will  compete  with  Lt  Tiegeler  in  this  year’s  competi- 
tion. Lt  James  hails  from  Hammond,  111.  and  is  married. 
He  has  been  at  Minot  AFB  for  two  and  one-half  years. 

Supporting  their  crews  in  the  ’78  competition  are  mem- 
bers of  the  91st  Missile  Security  Squadron,  2150th  Com- 
munications Squadron,  5th  Munitions  Maintenance 
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Squadron,  91st  Civil  Engineering  Squadron,  91st  Field 
Missile  Maintenance  and  Organizational  Missile  Mainte- 
nance Squadrons. 

One  member  of  the  three-man  Security  Team  has  pre- 
vious OA  experience.  SSgt  Randall  C.  Dionne,  flight 
security  controller,  is  a newcomer  to  the  OA  competition. 
The  Walnut  Creek,  Calif,  native  has  spent  one  year  of  his 
eight  years  in  the  service  at  Minot  AFB. 

The  second  newcomer  on  the  Security  Team  is  the  Se- 
curity Alert  Team  Leader  Sgt  David  R.  Marsh  of  La- 
fayette, Calif.  Sgt  Marsh  has  been  in  the  service  for  five 
years  and  at  Minot  AFB  for  one. 

The  Security  Team  is  rounded  out  by  SrA  Scott  A. 
Arsenault  of  Bridgeman,  Mich.  Airman  Arsenault  com- 
peted in  the  1976  and  1977  events.  He  is  the  SAT  member 
and  has  been  stationed  at  Minot  AFB  for  over  three  years. 

The  two  members  of  the  Communications  Team  have 
had  no  OA  experience.  The  team  chief,  AlC  Lloyd  R. 
Cusick  has  been  at  Minot  AFB  for  only  six  months.  He  is 
single  and  hails  from  Independence,  Mo. 

His  team  mate  is  AlC  Terry  Olson  of  Tomah,  Wis. 
Airman  Olson  is  married  and  has  been  at  Minot  AFB  for 
eight  months. 

The  team  chief  of  the  Electronics  Team  is  a veteran  of 
the  1976  OA  competition.  He  is  Sgt  John  F.  Parker  of 
Ventura,  Calif.  Sgt  Parker  is  married  and  has  three  child- 
ren. 

Assisting  Sgt  Parker  in  the  competition  is  Amn  Joseph 
Rodrequez  Jr.  of  Newark,  N.J.  Amn  Rodrequez  is  single 
and  has  been  stationed  at  Minot  AFB  for  five  months.  He 
is  a newcomer  to  OA  competition. 

A single  man  from  Mt.  Olive,  N.C.  is  the  team  chief  of 
the  Refrigeration  Team.  Sgt  Maurice  E.  Holmes  has  been 
in  the  Air  Force  for  four  years  and  at  Minot  AFB  for 
three. 

His  partner  is  the  only  female  team  member  competing 
for  Minot  AFB.  She  is  AlC  Alice  M.  Darcangelo  of  Sea- 
ford,  Del.  Amn  Darcangelo  enlisted  in  the  Air  Force  in 
1975  and  arrived  at  Minot  AFB  in  June  1976.  Both  mem- 
bers of  the  Refrigeration  Team  are  competing  in  OA  for 
the  first  time. 

SSgt  David  A.  Sundine  of  Rockford,  111.,  the  team  chief 
of  the  Electro-Mechanical  Team  is  new  in  the  OA  compe- 
tition. Sgt  Sundine  is  married  and  has  two  children.  He 
has  been  at  Minot  AFB  for  six  years. 

SrA  Donald  F.  Korngay,  also  a first-time  competitor,  is 
the  second  member  of  the  E-M  Team.  A native  of  Fort 
Walton  Beach,  Fla.,  Amn  Korngay  is  married  and  has  one 
child.  He  has  been  at  Minot  AFB  for  over  a year. 

Three  men  are  providing  Munitions  Maintenance  sup- 
port for  the  Minot  AFB  OA  team. 

Team  chief,  Sgt  Claude  Johnson,  of  Saltville,  Va.,  has 
no  previous  experience  in  the  OA  field.  He  is  married  and 
has  been  at  Minot  AFB  for  over  three  years. 

Team  member  SrA  Jon  T.  Hertzog  competed  in  the 
1977  OA  held  at  Vandenberg.  The  Venice,  Fla.  native  is 
married  and  has  been  at  Minot  for  over  two  years. 

The  third  team  member  hails  from  Caparra  Heights, 
Puerto  Rico.  He  is  A 1 C Carlos  E.  Gonzalez,  a single  man 
who  has  been  at  Minot  for  almost  two  years.  He  has  never 
competed  in  the  OA  events  before. 

The  Civil  Engineering  Squadron  is  providing  one  veter- 
an and  one  newcomer  to  the  ’78  OA  field. 

The  Interior  Electrical  team  chief  is  SrA  Thomas  E. 
Wheeler,- veteran  of  the  1977  OA  team.  Amn  Wheeler  is 
married  and  calls  Newark,  Ohio,  home.  He  has  been  at 
Minot  AFB  for  two  and  one-half  of  his  three  years  in  the 
Air  Force. 


Assisting  Amn  Wheeler  on  the  Interior  Electrical  Team 
is  AlC  Randal  E.  Largin.  This  married  airman  has  been  at 
Minot  AFB  for  two  years  and  is  competing  in  OA  for  the 
first  time  this  year. 


90th  SMW  Security  Alert  Team:  SrA  David  R.  Arel. 


(Above)  91st  SMW  Security  Police  Team:  SrA  Scott 
A.  Arsenault  (left),  SSgt  Randall  C.  Dionne,  and  Sgt 
David  R.  Marsh.  (Below)  91st  SMW  Interior  Electri- 
cal Team:  SrA  Thomas  E.  Wheeler  (left)  and  AlC 
Randal  E.  Largin. 
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321st  SMW,  Crew  S-111,  MCCC  ILt  John  M.  West  (sitting)  and  DMCCC 
Michael  G.  Borders  look  for  ways  to  cut  vital  seconds  off  their  time. 


Capt  Gerald  Edwards  and  ILt 
David  Swetz,  Whiteman  Opera- 
tions Team. 


(Above)  DMCCC  ILt  John  B.  Sims  III, 321st  SMWCrew 
S-172,  reads  tech  procedures  to  his  commander,  Capt 
John  Sweeder. 


The  1978  OA  Team  from  Minot  AFB  has  one  goal  in 
mind:  Bring  home  the  Blanchard  Trophy  and  prove  to 
SAC  and  the  Air  Force  that  “Only  the  Best  Come  North.” 

The  321st  SMW,  Grand  Forks  AFB,  has  no  doubt 
about  Olympic  Arena.  Reflecting  the  attitude  that  the 
competition  is  actually  won  at  the  base  during  prepara- 
tion and  training,  this  year’s  Grand  Forks  team  has  under- 
gone the  stiffest  pre-competition  selection  and  training  in 
years.  Twenty  of  the  best  from  the  321st  SMW,  319th 
BMW,  and  2152  Comm  Sq  are  dedicated  to  bringing  the 
Blanchard  back  home  to  the  Sunflake  City  where  it  found 
a home  in  1969  and  1974! 

In  line  with  their  goal,  training  and  preparation  sched- 
ules for  Grand  Fork’s  best  have  combined  classroom 
training,  hands-on  training,  crossfeed  visits  and  physical 
training.  They  are  out  to  prove  that  if  two  wins  are  good 
— then  three  is  better.  This  year’s  representatives  from  the 
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Missile  Comp??  So  where  the  hell  are  they  holding 
the  Bomb  Comp??? 


319th  BMW  Munitions  Maintenance  Squadron  are  TSgt 
Kenneth  R.  Hall,  SSgt  Kenneth  D.  Judd,  and  AlC  How- 
ard G.  Miller.  Both  TSgt  Hall  and  A 1 C Miller  have  prom- 
ised to  maintain  their  1,000  batting  average  and  repeat 
their  winning  performance  from  last  year. 

Also,  the  battle  field  is  set  and  the  tactical  options 
planned  for  the  321st  Security  Police  Group  team.  They 
explain  that  they’ve  heard  rumors  that  the  Best  Security 
Police  Trophy  is  homesick  for  Grand  Forks  and  have 
their  plans  drawn  up  for  a frontal  attack  to  bring  it  home. 
Flight  security  controller  SSgt  Thomas  J.  Irish  will  head 
the  attack  while  his  memory  of  the  battle  area  is  fresh  in 
his  mind  from  last  year’s  competition.  Sgt  Thomas  P. 
Sherwood  will  serve  as  Security  Alert  Team  leader,  and 
another  repeat  performer  from  last  year,  SrA  Charles  H. 
Coles  rounds  out  the  team  as  Security  Alert  Team  mem- 
ber. 

Fighting  their  way  through  an  initial  field  of  70  appli- 
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SrA  Bobby  F.  Gentry,  321st  SMW  E-Lab  Team,  practi- 
ces one  procedure  while  Sgt  Roy  J.  Stannistreet  reads 
from  tech  data,  and  alternate  team  member,  Sgt  Bob 
Robram,  checks  their  work. 


cants  and  an  arduous  selection  process,  four  crew- 
members representing  321st  SMW  Operations  firmly  be- 
lieve they’ve  won  their  Best  Operation  trophy  and  will  be 
at  Vandenberg  to  prove  their  point  and  bring  it  home. 
Capt  John  Sweeder,  a 1977  competitor,  will  command 
Crew  S-172  with  ILt  John  B.  Sims  III  as  deputy.  Crew  S- 
1 1 1 plans  to  parlay  their  experience  from  last  year’s  Olym- 
pic Arena,  they  are  MCCC  ILt  John  M.  West  and 
DMCCC  ILt  Michael  G.  Borders. 

Visiting  Olympic  Arena  for  the  first  time,  TS^  Patrick 
J.  Sullivan  and  Mr  Douglas  Anderson  promise  a top 
performance  in  their  representation  of  the  Interior  Elec- 
tric Shop  from  321st  CES.  Also,  keeping  the  lines  of  com- 
munication open  at  Grand  Forks  and  ready  to  broadcast 
home  the  message  of  their  success  from  the  2152d  Com- 
munications Squadron  are  Sgt  Steven  W,  McAlexander 
and  a 1977  competitor  Sgt  Paul  W.  Ingold. 

Still  feeling  the  pressure  from  their  stiff  selection  pro- 
cess, and  promising  to  do  the  321st  SMW’s  Field  Mainte- 
nance and  Organizational  Missile  Maintenance  Squad- 
rons justice  and  return  with  the  Best  Maintenance  Trophy 
are  the  best  in  the  maintenance  business.  For  the  Electro- 
Mechanical  Shop  are:  Sgt  James  S.  Aldrich  II  and  AIC 
Patrick  A.  Ament.  Electronics  Laboratory  representa- 
tives are  Sgt  Ryo  J.  Stannistreet  and  SrA  Bobby  F.  Gen- 
try. And  adding  the  best  of  the  Power-Electric- 
Refrigeration  Shop  are  AIC  Carl  Beckelheimer  and  AIC 
Mickey  W.  Johnson. 

341st  SMW,  Malmstrom  AFB  Olympic  Arena  Teams: 
Electro-Mechanical:  SSgt  Robert  Cox  and  Sgt  Thomas 
Cuddy.  Reentry  Vehicle:  SSgt  Larry  Butterfield,  AlCs 
Paul  Wright  and  William  Conyers.  Electronic  Laborato- 
ry: SSgt  Mile  Herlacher  and  Sgt  Gary  Reese.  Refrigera- 
tion: Sgt  Howard  Beach  and  AIC  Clay  Murphy. 

Operations  crews,  excited  as  they  are  about  the  pros- 
pect of  winning,  are  well  ahead  of  where  they  were  in 
training  last  year.  Making  vigorous  preparation  for  the 
competition  are:  Capts  Denny  Koziel  and  Kirk  Washing- 
ton; ILts  Mark  Smith,  Ty  Lagerberg,  Kel  Coppock, 
Denny  Ellerback,  Ken  Hanson  and  Kirk  Devires. 

Civil  engineers  are  employing  the  “wrecking  crew  con- 
cept,” using  their  civilians  as  wreckers  to  test  the  ability  of 
the  team  to  put  things  back  together,  all  in  the  spirit  of 
friendly  competition.  Representing  the  CE  team  this  year 


are:  Capt  Robert  Neary,  SSgt  Dennis  E.  Rhoades  and 
AIC  John  P.  Nolan. 

Communications  men  are  at  least  a month  ahead  of  last 
year’s  training.  They  are  really  excited  about  being  a part 

Continued  on  page  26 
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NEW  CRANE  FOR... 


Major  Thomas  M.  Gilbert 
381st  SMW,  McConnell  AFB 

Receiving  a new  toy  is  a great  thrill  for  a youngster. 
As  his  fingers  feverishly  rip  open  the  wrappings, 
his  mind  is  shifting  from  one  great  adventure  to 
another.  Whether  he  imagines  himself  going  into 
space,  battling  monsters,  driving  the  fastest  vehicle 
ever  made,  building  the  tallest  monument,  or  any  of 
a thousand  other  adventures,  his  only  thought  is 
having  fun.  He  expects  the  toy  to  operate  properly, 
and  his  parents  expect  the  toy  to  last  and  be  safe. 

When  we  receive  new  equipment,  are  our 
thoughts  only  of  the  excitement  and  thrill  of  operat- 
ing the  equipment?  Or  do  we  take  the  time  to  learn 
how  the  equipment  operates,  how  to  maintain  the 
equipment,  or  what  potential  hazards  exist?  Not  all 
new  equipment  offers  the  same  excitement  that  we 
experienced,  when  as  a child,  we  received  a new  toy. 
However,  the  three  Titan  II  wings  did  receive  such  a 
piece  of  equipment.  In  1977,  each  Titan  II  base  re- 
ceived two  new  Pettibone  Kranes  to  replace  the 
aged  Coles  Cranes  which  were  purchased  in  the 
early  sixties. 

The  new  Pettibone  Krane  is  sleek  and  easy  to 
operate.  Unlike  the  old  crane  which  took  four  or 
five  men  about  six  hours  to  set  up  or  tear  down,  two 
men  can  set  up  or  tear  down  the  Pettibone  Krane  in 
less  than  an  hour.  No  longer  is  it  necessary  to  form  a 
three-vehicle  convoy  to  carry  out  the  various  com- 
ponents needed  to  build  up  the  Coles  Crane.  The 
Pettibone  Krane  is  a self-contained,  extremely  easy 


to  drive  and  operate  piece  of  equipment.  The  opera- 
tors of  the  new  Pettibone  Krane,  after  spending 
many  arduous  hours  working  on  or  with  the  Coles 
Crane,  were  excited  about  driving,  operating,  and 
maintaining  a new,  modern  crane. 

Unquestionably,  the  Pettibone  Krane  is  a vast 
improvement  over  the  previous  crane  and  it  is  more 
than  a “toy.”  It  is  a complex  piece  of  equipment  that 
is  used  to  install  or  remove  the  reentry  vehicle  (RV) 
or  the  Titan  II  missile  from  its  underground  silo.  Be- 
cause of  the  criticality  of  tasks  in  which  the  crane  is 
used,  it  is  essential  that  the  acceptable  degree  of  er- 
ror could  be  nothing  less  than  perfection. 

Although  the  Pettibone  Krane  is  used  at  only 
three  bases  and  the  situations  are  unique,  a review  of 
the  problems  encountered  illustrate  situations  that 
can  plague  any  supervisor.  Fortunately,  prudent 
management  identified  the  problems  before  any  se- 
rious mishaps  or  injuries  occurred. 

Probably  the  most  dramatic  and  hazardous  event 
that  occurred  was  the  “raising  or  loosening”  of  the 
crane’s  outriggers.  This  situation  could  have  result- 
ed in  the  crane  tipping  beyond  design  limits  when  it 
was  lifting  a heavy  load  such  as  the  reentry  vehicle 
or  missile.  In  fact,  there  was  an  actual  tipping 
incident  at  a missile  complex,  but  fortunately  there 
was  no  significant  damage  to  equipment  or  injury  to 
personnel.  A complete  and  thorough  review  of  all 
procedures  was  conducted  to  isolate  the  cause  of  the 
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problem.  Soil  compactness,  crane  leveling  proce- 
dures, vehicle  positioning,  and  boom  characteristics 
were  all  analyzed.  Each  of  these  factors  could  cause 
a tipping  incident. 

The  most  significant  findings  were  the  boom’s 
length  (ground  distance  covered)  and  angle.  With  a 
safety  factor  built  in,  it  was  determined  that  the  safe 
boom  extension  position  when  lifting  a reentry  vehi- 
cle was  46  feet.  Confusing  the  issue,  however,  was  an 
incorrect  chart  in  T.  O.  36AC-4-14-1  which  showed 
the  unextended  boom  to  be  36  feet  when  the  boom  is 
actually  37  feet.  The  chart  has  been  corrected. 

The  second  and  most  significant  finding  was  the 
criticality  of  the  boom  angle.  It  was  found  that  the 
boom  radius  would  change  because  the  boom 
would  deflect  or  bend  when  under  load.  For  exam- 
ple, when  the  crane  lifts  the  second  stage  of  the 
missile,  the  boom  deflection  is  12  inches,  the  first 
stage  causes  an  18-inch  deflection,  and  the  reentry 
vehicle  causes  a 20-inch  deflection. 

Three  significant  actions  were  taken  to  compen- 
sate for  the  boom  deflection.  First,  the  boom  angle 
was  increased  for  lifting  specific  components.  Sec- 
ond, an  operational  supplement  was  published 
which  accounted  for  boom  deflection.  Third,  great- 
er emphasis  was  placed  on  checking  the  safe  load 
device  which  prevents  the  boom  from  lowering 
below  a safe  load  limit. 

Leveling  the  crane  is  a crucial  procedure  and  is  a 
second  area  that  required  improvement.  Leveling  is 
basically  a two-step  operation.  First,  the  outriggers 
are  extended  and  lowered.  Then  the  boom  is  raised 
20°  and  the  crane  is  leveled.  It  was  very  difficult  to 
level  the  crane  using  the  level  installed  on  the  crane. 
Good  old  military  ingenuity  found  that  a carpenter 
level  was  more  feasible  and  accurate.  A recom- 
mended change  has  been  submitted  to  incorporate 
this  procedure. 

A third  problem  found  was  the  termination  of  the 
main  cable  at  the  wrong  point.  The  cable  was  termi- 
nated in  a shipping,  not  a lifting  configuration.  This 
placed  the  cable  too  close  to  another  strand  of  the 
cable.  Thus,  the  cable  would  twist  around  the  cable 
next  to  it.  The  cable  backlashing  problem,  as  it  is 
called,  was  partially  corrected  by  correctly  retermi- 
nating the  cable.  The  backlashing  problem  was  still 
noted  when  the  boom  was  extended  beyond  60°.  It 
was  found  that  when  the  cable  was  not  lowered  to 
about  50  percent  of  the  maximum  height  of  the 
boom,  it  was  not  taut  enough  and  would  “slap” 
about.  This  permitted  the  cables  to  backlash.  The 
simple  solution  was  to  keep  the  block  assembly  at  50 
percent  of  its  maximum  height  when  the  boom  was 
extended  and  no  load  was  on  the  boom. 

Other  minor  problems  were  identified  with  the 
hydraulic  hose  main  takeup  reels,  hydraulic  valves, 
etc.,  and  fixes  have  been  implemented  or  are  being 


studied.  The  unsatisfactory  material  reporting  sys- 
tem was  used  extensively  to  correct  all  the  problems 
in  a timely  manner. 

The  problems  encountered  with  the  Pettibone 
Krane,  hopefully,  have  illustrated  some  of  the  more 
common  problems  facing  today’s  technicians  and 
supervisors.  Foremost  is  the  need  for  discipline.  The 
tools  and  equipment  we  use  and  operate  do  have 
built-in  hazards.  These  hazards  can  be  offset  by 
having  a disciplined  force  that  operates  “by  the 
book,”  reports  deficiencies,  and  does  not  look  for 
shortcuts.  Austerity  requires  everyone  to  look  for 
more  efficient  methods  of  operation,  but  this  does 
not  include  operating  outside  established  parame- 
ters. 

An  active  Quality  Control  program  can  do  a good 
deal  to  identify  safety  hazards  and  non-compliance 
with  directives,  but  more  than  institutional  enforce- 
ment is  necessary.  Individual  integrity  and  disci- 
pline are  musts. 

Knowing  the  capabilities  and  limitations  of 
equipment  is  another  area  of  vital  concern.  Com- 
prehensive training  programs,  although  they  are  too 
often  given  as  the  panacea  answer  to  all  problems, 
are  essential.  Each  piece  of  equipment  has  its  own 
peculiarities,  and  by  knowing  them  and  honing  your 
skills,  you  can  prevent  serious  mishaps. 

A third  requirement  is  a critical  review  of  asso- 
ciated technical  data  and  an  inspection  of  the  equip- 
ment. Remember,  the  manufacturer  and  others  can 
make  mistakes  and  not  consider  all  possible  contin- 
gencies. If  something  does  not  appear  to  be  correct, 
stop  the  operation  and  get  expert  advice  from  shop 
supervisors.  Quality  Control,  base  engineers,  or 
even  depot  personnel.  Remember,  no  question  is 
“dumb”  when  safety  is  involved. 

Although  overconfidence  can  be  considered  as  a 
part  of  discipline,  its  importance  requires  it  to  be 
treated  separately.  When  working  with  a new  piece 
of  equipment  that  is  simple  to  operate  or  is  similar 
to  previously  used  equipment,  we  all  have  a tenden- 
cy to  expect  the  equipment  to  operate  perfectly  or 
exactly  as  the  old  equipment  did.  We  look  only  for 
the  strong  points  and  tend  to  ignore  or  overlook 
potentially  serious  equipment  deficiencies  or  per- 
sonal inadequacies. 

In  today’s  dynamic,  modern  Air  Force,  individu- 
al and  institutional  integrity  and  self-discipline  are 
essential.  The  equipment  we  are  charged  to  operate 
and  maintain  is  complex.  Following  proven  proce- 
dures, knowing  the  equipment  and  your  capabilities 
and  limitations,  and  being  alert  to  identify  any  defi- 
ciency are  practices  that  cannot  be  overemphasized. 
A great  deal  of  effort  has  been  taken  to  make  our 
equipment  as  safe  as  possible,  but  everyone  must 
learn  to  treat  the  equipment  with  respect  and  not 
“treat  it  like  a toy.” 
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TITAN  Crew  E-092,  381st  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  McConnell  AFB: 
MCCC  ILt  Preston  L.  Cottman,  DMCCC  ILt  Dale  E.  Dodd.  MSAT  SrA 
Michael  A.  Keller,  and  MET  AlC  John  F.  Dugan. 


MAINTENANCE  MAN 

SSgt  John  C.  Garrido,  43d  Field  Maintenance  Squadron,  Andersen 
AFB,  Guam. 

As  a crew  chief  in  the  AGE  Branch  Inspection  and  Repair 
Shop,  Sgt  Garrido  has  performed  in  an  outstanding  manner. 
Through  his  efforts,  the  equipment  in-commission  rate  has  in- 
creased from  a previous  unsatisfactory  rate  to  over  95  percent. 
Under  his  expert  guidance,  the  AGE  service  function  was  rated 
outstanding  by  both  the  Maintenance  Standardization  and  Eval- 
uation Team  (MSET)  and  the  Inspector  General  (IG).  Sgt  Garri- 
do’s  technical  expertise  is  evidenced  by  the  high  quality  of 
equipment  released  from  his  section.  Ninety  percent  of  all  AGE 
units  inspected  and  repaired  by  his  crew  have  been  rated  out- 
standing and  the  remaining  10  percent  have  been  rated  satisfac- 
tory. 


MINUTEMAN  Crew  R-024, 44th  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  Ellsworth  AFB;  MCCC 
Capt  James  L.  Selzer  and  DMCCC  ILt  Sterling  W.  Myers  II. 

While  Capt  Selzer  and  ILt  Myers  were  running  the  radio  check 
portion  of  the  daily  Commander's  Launch  Control  Center  (LCC)  Inspec- 
tion, they  noticed  smoke  coming  from  the  Radio  Set  Group,  the  equip- 
ment rack  that  contains  portions  of  the  LCC  radio  components.  The  crew 
promptly  and  accurately  analyzed  the  situation  and  accomplished  the 
LCC  Electrical  Fire  and  Overheat  Checklist.  Through  the  crew’s  quick 
actions,  the  fire  was  isolated  before  it  could  spread  and  endanger  the 
crew  or  cause  more  serious  damage  to  the  equipment.  Investigation  by 
maintenance  personnel  revealed  thatthe  smoke  was  caused  by  burning 
insulation  in  the  UHF  radio  transmitter.  Due  to  the  crew’s  immediate 
action,  the  damage  to  the  unit  was  minimized  and  the  work  required  to 
repair  the  unit  was  greatly  simplified. 


Individuals  selected  for  these  pages  as  SAC's  top  professional  performers  of  the 
month  are  chosen  from  nominations  made  by  all  SAC  units.  Selection  is  made  only  after 
all  nominations  have  been  carefully  screened  and  those  chosen  meet  the  highest  stand- 
ards of  excellence  outlined  in  SACR  127-2. 


TITAN 

The  professional  expertise  of  Crew  E-092  has  enabled  them  to  pro- 
duce outstanding  results  in  training,  management,  and  leadership. 
Their  enthusiastic  and  professional  performance  at  the  Squadron  Com- 
mand Post  has  rekindled  interest  in  the  daily  job  performance  at  the 
complex.  On  two  consecutive  alerts.  Crew  E-092’s  professional  and 
technical  expertise  were  tested  under  adverse  and  hazardous  condi- 
tions. In  the  first  instance,  the  crew  received  a portable  vapor  detector 
(PVD)  alarm  during  a silo  inspection.  The  crew  initiated  the  appropriate 
hazard  checklist  and  after  donning  the  gas  cannister  mask,  isolated  the 
problem,  took  the  appropriate  action  and  the  hazard  was  terminated.  On 
the  following  alert,  the  crew  experienced  malfunctioning  water  chillers. 
They  repaired  one  water  chiller,  which  restored  chilled  water  and 
enabled  the  complex  to  remain  on  alert.  The  other  two  chillers  could  not 
be  reset,  but  the  crew’s  careful  and  accurate  assessment  of  the  situation 
greatly  aided  job  control  in  dispatching  maintenance  with  the  proper 
equipment  to  repair  the  chillers. 
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1978  Flying  Safety  Rate 


SAC  CLASS  A MISHAP  RATE  (PER  100,000  FLYING  HRS) 
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Wings  in  Competition  . . . 


ILt  Jim  Echols  and  ILt  Clyde  A.  Hartshorn,  Operations 
backup  and  training  crew  from  Whiteman  perform  paper 
replacement  procedures. 


Capt  Larry  Wroten  and  2Lt  John  Moore,  351st 
Operations  Team,  perform  test  for  maintenance 
purposes. 


SSgt  Mark  Cummings,  the  “suspect,”  is  held  by  Sgt  Robert 
Dougherty  as  A1C  James  Currence  stands  guard  in  the 
search  exercise.  The  three  are  members  of  the  Security 
Police  Team  from  the  351st  SMW. 


351st  SMW  SrA  Robert  Bennett  (left)  and  Sgt 
Jerry  Wells,  Communications  Team,  bench 
check  a power  supply  unit. 


MtNUTEMAN  Continued  from  page  21 

of  a winning  team.  Communications  team  members  in- 
clude: Sgt  Ronald  Pack  and  AlC  Eric  Wilson. 

Security  Police  run  together  in  the  afternoons,  saying 
that  it  not  only  keeps  them  in  shape,  it  gives  them  a real 
sense  of  togetherness.  On  the  range,  they  are  training  on  a 
remarkable  three-inch  spread  from  the  shoulder  with 
their  M-16s.  The  Security  Police  Team,  narrowly  beaten 
for  last  year’s  top  honors,  includes:  SSgt  Bernard 
O’Keefe,  TSgt  Kenneth  L.  Manning,  SrA  Charles  Robin- 
son, SrA  John  E.  Capen,  and  SrA  Robert  Tess. 

New  commander.  Col  Allen  Rachel,  is  impressed  with 
Malmstrom  and  he  likes  the  way  its  people  work.  He  is 
proud  to  lead  the  spirited  and  capable  341st  SMW  into 
the  competition. 

The  351st  SMW  Olympic  Arena  victory  last  year 
marked  the  first  time  a base  had  won  the  Blanchard 
Trophy  three  times.  This  year,  the  351st  SMW  partici- 
pants intend  to  establish  another  precedent  by  taking  the 
trophy  two  years  in  a row. 

The  fact  that  team  members  include  only  one  veteran 
from  last  year’s  winners  has  only  heightened  spirit  and 
determination.  A meticulous  program  of  preparation  was 
accomplished  at  Whiteman  AFB. 

“The  Operations  crews  face  the  challenge  of  not  know- 
ing what  specific  tasks  they’ll  be  given  during  competi- 
tion,” said  Maj  John  Fisher,  Operations  project  officer. 
“Therefore,”  he  added,  “the  training  crews  developed 
many  different  operations  scenarios  involving  different 
problems.”  Maj  Fisher  said  the  training  involved  sessions 
in  the  missile  procedures  trainer  (MPT),  where  the  com- 
petition crews  react  to  scenarios  developed  that  should  be 
similar  to  what  they  will  have  to  react  to  at  the  competi- 
tion. With  a combination  of  discussions  and  MPT  rides, 
crews  see  just  about  everything  they  might  face,  he  said. 

For  the  Maintenance  crew,  mini-competition  within 
each  section  determined  the  cream  of  the  crop,  said  Capt 
Jerry  Starkey,  project  officer  for  Maintenance.  Training, 
he  said,  included  preparing  equipment  and  preparing  per- 
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Sgt  James  Myers  (left)  and  Sgt  Rodney  Kroll,  E- 
Lab  Team,  perform  code  change  verifier  check- 
out at  Whiteman  AFB. 


sonnel  to  seek  “the  most  efficient  way  to  do  each  task 
accurately  and  quickly  as  possible.”  The  Maintenance 
Team,  unlike  Operations  crews,  knows  in  advance  what 
tasks  they  must  perform  during  competition. 

The  Refrigeration  Team  performed  checkouts  of  the 
guidance  and  control  system  chiller;  the  Reentry  Vehicle 
Team  accomplished  a reentry  vehicle  assembly;  the 
Electro-Mechanical  Team  checked  out  a distribution 
box;  and  the  Electronics  Lab  Team  accomplished  a code 
change  verifier  checkout.  Training  for  the  Civil  Engineer- 
ing Team  involved  a total  of  432  man-hours  with  two- 
thirds  of  it  hands-on  work  and  dispatches  to  the  field, 
according  to  Capt  Dave  Chacey,  CE  project  officer.  The 
training  goal,  he  said,  was  to  work  the  safest,  fastest  and 
most  efficient  way  of  performing  a checkout  and  trouble- 
shooting of  elevator  equipment.  “The  ultimate  goal  for 
the  CE  team,”  he  added,  “is  to  devise  better  procedures  for 
our  maintenance  effort.” 

The  emphasis  is  on  hands-on  experience  by  the  three- 
man  Security  Police  Team.  According  to  Capt  Bill  Bor- 
land, SP  project  officer,  the  written  exercises  have  been 
eliminated  from  the  SP  competition,  so  the  competition 
will  involve  day  to  day  situations  such  as  handling  an 
unidentified  or  hostile  threat  on  a missile  site,  or  how  to 
search  for  bombs  or  other  foreign  objects  on  missile  sites. 

For  the  two  competitors  from  the  2154th  Communica- 
tions Squadron,  the  competition  meant  briefings  and 
practice  on  the  communications  power  supply  units.  Lt 
Leslie  Schlensker,  communications  project  officer,  said 
the  team  was  evaluated  on  the  function  and  testing  of  the 
communications  power  supply.  “The  overall  purpose  of 
the  program,”  he  added,  “was  to  prepare  the  individual  in 
all  aspects  of  the  task  and  related  procedures.” 

“We  have  an  exceptional  team  considering  we  are  going 
through  almost  a complete  rebuilding  job,”  reported  Lt 
Col  Jack  Chandler,  wing  Olympic  Arena  project  officer. 
“However,  we  feel  we  have  a team  that  has  the  technical 
expertise  and  drive  to  make  them  the  best  of  the  best  at 
Vandenberg  when  the  competition  results  are  in.  There’s 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  Whiteman  will  stump  ’em  again 
and  make  it  two  straight  in  ’78.” 


Help  Wanted 

Combat  Crew 
Editor 


The  present  editor  of  Combat  Crevv  Magazine  will 
be  completing  his  assignment  at  HQ  SAC  in  July. 
The  vacancy  vyill  be  filled  this  summer.  Desired 
qualifications  include:  experience  as  a SAC  aircrew 
member,  major  or  major  selectee,  diversified  Air 
Force  experience  (missiles  or  maintenance),  training 
or  experience  in  journalism,  and  at  least  three  years 
on  station  at  the  time  of  reassignment.  Applicants 
should  forward  a one-page  resume  to  HQ  SAC/ 
DOSE,  Offutt  AFB,  NE  68113.  Include  AUTOVON 
phone  number  and  any  special  qualifications  that 
you  consider  important. 


APRIL  1978 


27 


Wings  in  Competition 


(Left)  McConnell’s  Security  Police  Team 
plans  to  return  with  the  Best  Titan  Security 
Police  Team  award  for  ’78.  (Left  to  right): 
Sgt  Stephen  Eskine,  SrA  Michael  Yardley, 
Sgt  John  Chambers,  and  SrA  Patrick 
Griffith.  (Below  left)  381st  SMW  Munitions 
Team  (left  to  right):  SrA  Lawrence  L.  Moses, 
SrA  Roger  D.  Smith.  (Below  right)  381st 
SMW  Titan  Crew  32  (L-R):  Sgt  Daniel  M. 
Mainline,  SrA  Michael  F.  Gremillion,  ISt 
John  J,  Fraser,  and  ILt  Terry  G.  Cook. 
(Bottom  left)  McConnell’s  E-Lab  Team  (left 
to  right):  MSgt  James  Newton,  Sgt  Robert 
Winberg,  A1C  Daryl  Bartlett,  and  Sgt  David 
E.  Fisher. 
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Continued  from  page  11 


edge  than  any  other  team  has  had.” 

The  Electronics  Laboratory  Team  that 
will  represent  McConnell  has  been  select- 
ed and  they  are:  Sgt  David  D.  Fisher, 
AlC  Darryl  S.  Bartlett,  and  an  alternate, 
Sgt  Robert  Winberg.  The  coaches  for  the 
team  are:  SMSgt  James  Newton  and  Sgt 
Winberg. 


The  team’s  exercise  for  Olympic  Arena 
will  be  the  checkout  of  an  electronic  cha- 
sis  from  a Titan  II  missile  complex.  This 
exercise  will  also  be  held  at  McConnell 
for  this  year’s  competition.  Two  hundred 
and  forty  hours  of  training  is  planned  for 


long  training  hours  has  been  laid  out  for 
this  team  so  they  can  deliver  their  best 
performance.  According  to  Capt  Kirk 
Eckert,  branch  chief  for  these  individuals, 
“This  team  has  been  working  together  in 
the  shop  for  six  months  and  they  have 
learned  to  work  well  as  a team.  This 
should  give  them  an  added  advantage.” 

The  facilities  team  was  handpicked  for 
this  year’s  competition  and  they  are:  TSgt 
Ronald  Hoffer,  SSgt  Duane  L.  Wyss- 
man,  and  two  alternates,  TSgt  Tommy  L. 
Wade  and  SSgt  Michael  B.  Parsons.  The 
coaches  for  the  team  are:  TSgt  Thomas 
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Sgt  Ray  T.  Garcia  (left)  and  SSgt  William  M.  Edwards  (right)  perform  their 
training  procedures  that  will  be  used  during  Olympic  Arena.  (Left)  381st  SMW 
Propulsion  Team:  (left)  Sgt  Forest  Burgess  and  (right)  Sgt  Michael  Wright. 


the  electronics  team.  The  training  hours 
will  be  divided  between  classroom  in- 
struction and  actual  hands  on  work  with 
the  chasis  and  the  test  equipment. 

Another  major  segment  for  prepara- 
tion in  Olympic  Arena  ’78  was  the  selec- 
tion of  the  munitions  team.  The  team 
contestants  will  be:  SrA  Roger  D.  Smith, 
Sr  A David  M.  Porter,  SrA  Lawrence  L. 
Moses,  and  AlC  Wade  M.  London,  as 
the  alternate.  The  coaches  for  the  team 
are  MSgt  Robert  Gainley  and  Sgt  David 
Kooser. 

The  team’s  exercise  will  consist  of  a 
limited  life  component  exchange  on  a 
Titan  II  reentry  vehicle.  A path  of  many 


Pearson  and  TSgt  Robert  Cleveland. 

The  team’s  exercise  for  Olympic  Arena 
will  be  to  check  out  and  troubleshoot  the 
silo  elevator  relay  cabinet.  This  is  the  first 
time  this  exercise  will  be  included  in 
Olympic  Arena  and  this  exercise  will  also 
be  held  at  McConnell  this  year.  TSgt 
Pearson,  one  of  the  coaches  for  the  team 
stated,  “We  expect  our  facilities  team  to 
do  quite  well.  They  are  some  of  the  best 
technicians  in  the  Air  Force.” 

The  overall  goal  for  McConnell  is  to 
bring  home  the  Blanchard  Trophy  for  the 
third  time.  But  each  individual  also  has  a 
goal  to  do  the  best  job  he  has  ever  done, 
and  take  his  team  to  the  top  of  the  score- 


board. Teamwork  is  the  tool,  and  with  it 
the  engineers  hope  to  achieve  the  speed 
and  accuracy  needed  to  prove  that 
McConnell  has  the  best  technicians  at 
Olympic  Arena  this  year. 


The  390th  SMW,  Davis-Monthan 
AFB,  has  a proud  heritage.  Activated  as 
the  390th  Bombardment  Group  in  Janu- 
ary 1943,  equipped  with  B-17  Flying  For- 
tresses, the  unit  flew  combat  operations 
in  Europe  while  assigned  to  Eighth  Air 
Force.  Thirty  five  years  later,  two  of  the 
unit’s  former  squadrons,  the  570th  and 
571st,  along  with  the  390th  SMW,  will  be 
sending  24  personnel  to  compete  in  the 
eleventh  Olympic  Arena  competition. 

In  October  1976,  TAC  assumed  host 
responsibilities  of  Davis-Monthan  AFB. 
The  Security  Police  and  Civil  Engineer- 
ing teams  who  will  join  with  390th  SMW 
Operations  crews  and  Maintenance 
teams  in  competition  are  from  the  355th 
Combat  Support  Group  (TAC).  Also,  the 
390th  Communications  Squadron,  which 
will  provide  two  competitors,  is  com- 
prised of  men  and  women  of  the  Air 
Force  Communications  Service.  The 
Davis-Monthan  contingent  is,  neverthe- 
less, one  group,  and  they  are  out  to  win. 
The  big  one,  the  Blanchard  Trophy,  has 
never  been  won  by  Davis-Monthan,  how- 
ever, after  missing  it  by  seven  points  last 
year,  all  competitors,  trainers,  and  staff 
feel  that  the  eleventh  competition  is  going 
to  be  the  390th’s  all  the  way. 

The  two  missile  combat  crews  compet- 
ing are:  Crew  S-077  commanded  by  ILt 
Glen  D.  Sanborn  who  competed  as  a dep- 
uty missile  combat  crew  commander  in 
last  year’s  competition.  His  DMCCC  is 
ILt  Warren  D.  Harkins.  Sgt  Dennis  B. 
Bateman  is  the  ballistic  missile  analyst 
technician  and  SSgt  Glen  P.  Allen,  who 
was  a member  of  Crew  S-068  last  year 
when  they  received  the  best  score  in 
Olympic  Arena  history,  is  the  missile  fa- 
cilities technician.  Crew  S-107’s  com- 
mander, ILt  Terrence  J.  Tallent,  also 
competed  as  a DMCCC  last  year.  His 
DMCCC  is  ILt  Dennis  A.  Seal.  The 
BM  AT  is  Sgt  Richard  L.  Rasmussen  with 
another  former  competitor,  SSgt  Bruce 
E.  Cook,  as  MFT. 

The  nine-man  maintenance  contingent 
is  a mixed  force  of  former  competitors 
and  first-timers.  The  Propulsion  Team, 
which  was  the  “Best”  last  year,  is  return- 
ing SSgt  Michael  J.  Przybylski  along 
with  a first-timer,  SSgt  Ardy  L.  Tackett, 
to  be  “Number  One”  again.  The  Muni- 
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390  SMW  Crew  S-107.  (L-R)  MCCC,  1Lt  Terrence 
Tallent;  DMCCC,  ILt  Dennis  A.  Seal;  MFT,  SSgt 
Bruce  E.  Cook;  BMAT,  Sgt  Richard  Rasmussen. 


tions  Team  consists  of  SSgt  David  L. 
Benson,  AlC  Ronald  Fisher,  who  com- 
peted for  the  first  time  last  year,  and  A 1 C 
Joel  M.  Byko.  The  Electronics  Team  is 
new  this  year  with  SSgt  William  Free  and 
Sgt  Robert  C.  Catron  out  to  beat  them 
all.  Another  new  team  this  year  is  the 
Facilities  Team  made  up  of  two  very  ex- 
perienced technicians  in  SSgt  John  “Bob” 
Runholt  and  SSgt  John  M.  Posey. 

Davis-Monthan’s  355th  CSG  Security 
Police  Team,  winners  of  the  “Best  Titan 
SPS”  trophy  in  1976  and  1977,  are  out  to 
repeat  their  performance  and  add  to  their 
wins  by  taking  the  “Best  SPS”  award.  The 
leader  of  the  Security  Response  Team  is 
SSgt  Richard  Kemp  backed  up  by  SrA 
Jerry  E.  Meiser  and  AlC  Michael  H. 
Icenogle  who  both  return  for  another  try 
for  the  top  award. 

Another  355th  CSG  unit  competing  for 
the  390th  SMW  are  the  Civil  Engineers. 
Returning  from  last  year’s  team  are  Sgt 
Bonifacio  Chavez  Jr,  and  SSgt  Richard 
S.  Krause.  It  is  said  “you  can’t  beat  exper- 
ience,” and  this  team  certainly  has  experi- 
ence in  depth. 

Air  Force  Communications  Services’ 
390th  Communications  Squadron  has 
two  brand  new  competitors  this  year. 
Checkout  and  repair  of  SAC  Automated 
Command  Control  System  equipment, 
used  daily  by  missile  combat  crews,  will 
be  accomplished  by  SrA  Ronnie  C.  Mit- 
chell and  SrA  Michael  Kopczyk  Jr. 

Davis-Monthan’s  competitors  may  be 
a mix  of  SAC,  TAC  and  AFCS  person- 
nel, however,  they  are  training  as  one. 
They  are  a team  truly  representative  of 
the  best  at  Davis-Monthan.  Their  objec- 
tive: Numero  Uno  in  Olympic  Arena 
1978. 


OUR  PRIMARY  PURPOSE 

Continued  from  page  5 

borders  on  the  foolhardy. 

But  having  said  that,  I must  remind  you  that  the 
uncertainty  cuts  two  ways.  We  shouldn’t  take  the 
chance  that  such  a strike  will  positively  fail,  and  not 
have  hedged  against  it  with  the  M-X.  What  we 
would  gain  by  having  the  M-X  is  flexibility  and 
stability.  By  flexibility,  1 mean  that  the  M-X  would 
provide  us  more  warheads  per  missile,  greater 
range,  greater  accuracy,  more  throw  weight  than 
Minuteman  — or  varying  combinations  of  all  these 
variables.  That  does  not  mean  that  we  propose  to 
use  M-X  for  limited  nuclear  war,  counterforce,  or 
any  specific  tactic.  What  it  means  is  that  it  would 
have  the  flexibility  to  be  used  for  a greater  variety  of 
tasks  than  ever  before  possible  with  the  ICBM. 

When  I note  that  M-X  would  improve  strategic 
stability,  1 am  referring  to  its  basing  flexibility.  The 
basing  options  available  can  assure  us  that  the  So- 
viets will  not  find  a disarming  First  Strike  attack 
feasible  under  any  foreseeable  circumstance.  By  the 
time  we  might  have  M-X  deployed,  the  Soviets 
could  already  have  a similar  stability  for  themselves. 
For  we  cannot  be  certain  that  the  mobile  interme- 
diate range  SS-20,  which  they  are  already  deploy- 
ing, cannot  be  quickly  converted  to  an  intercontin- 
ental range  missile. 

The  M-X  continues  in  development.  The  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  of  Defense  opted  not  to  go  into 
full  scale  development  in  the  current  Fiscal  Year  79 
Budget  proposal.  We  are  now  in  the  process  of  con- 
ducting studies  and  tests  on  basing  modes.  We  need 
to  know  which  mobile  basing  modes  can  best  meet 
the  criteria  of  survivability,  public  acceptance  and 
cost.  If  satisfactory  answers  are  found  to  these  tests 
this  year,  we  may  be  able  to  adjust  the  FY  79  pro- 
posal to  include  full  scale  engineering  development 
for  this  missile.  We  may  need  to  be  able  to  deploy 
M-X  by  the  mid-1980s  in  order  to  negate  the  pro- 
jected Soviet  capability  against  Minuteman.  Mean- 
while, Minuteman  and  Titan  remain  key  compo- 
nents of  the  TRIAD. 

Whatever  direction  our  future  systems  take,  the 
immediate  needs  are  that  we  build  and  deploy  addi- 
tional effective  strategic  systems  in  order  to  allay  in 
part  the  Soviet  strategic  momentum.  Those  of  us 
now  manning  the  ramparts  of  America’s  defenses 
have  been  granted  a useful  legacy  in  people,  equip- 
ment, and  plans  for  the  security  of  our  society.  We 
have  a responsibility  not  only  to  meet  the  immediate 
needs,  but  to  prepare  our  own  legacy.  Careful  and 
intelligent  choices  now  can  help  leave  peace  and 
freedom  for  those  who  come  after.  ★★★★ 
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COMBAT  CREW 


McPherson,  NN  1 Lt  William  Lee,  EW  2Lt  Russell  A Stone,  AG  Sgt  Paul  G Smith 

28  BMW,  Ellsworth  Crew  S-01:  IP  Maj  William  O McCabe,  CP  Capt  Nicholas  J Hinch,  RN  Capt 
Vaughn  G Nun,  NN  1 Lt  Richard  S Johnston,  AG  MSgt  Charles  L Sanders 

43  SW,  Andersen  Crew  E-05:  P Capt  James  B Edenfield,  CP  Capt  Mark  C Whitelaw,  RN  Capt  Ly-ne 
C Thompson,  N Capt  Donald  L Pennington,  EW  Capt  Bradley  W Volk,  G SSgt  Charles  W Swanberg 
55  SRW,  Offutt  Crew  E-005:  P Maj  Jack  0 Foley.  F/0  Capt  John  B Sams  Jr,  N Capt  Jimmy  N Lane, 
F/E  MSgt  Charles  T Large 

70  AREFS,  Grissom  Crew  S-143:  P Capt  Humberto  M Otero,  CP  Capt  James  R Erickson,  N Capt 
William  F Bley  Jr,  IBO  SSgt  Jack  W Patton 

93  BMW,  Castle  Crew  IT  41:  P Capt  Steven  J Moore,  RN  Capt  John  T Sinosky  Jr,  EW  Maj  Pat  W 
Rakestraw,  G TSgt  Ralph  J Krumen 

96  BMW,  Dyess  Crew  E-113:  P Capt  David  C Balsillie,  CP  1 Lt  James  B Hollis,  NN  1 Lt  David  M 
Prescott,  BO  At  0 Ricky  W Geiger 

100  AREFW,  Beale  Crew  R-106Q:  P Capt  Samuel  R Torry,  CP  1Lt  Gary  L Shellenberger,  N Capt 
Richard  R St  Pierre,  BO  Sgt  Gerald  J Broussard 

301  AREFW,  Rickenbacker  Crew  E-107:  P Capt  Jack  W Shinn,  CP  Capt  Lawrence  S Goodrich,  IN 
Capt  Steven  G Kaessner,  BO  At  C Chris  D Painter 

301  AREFW,  Rickenbacker  Crew  E-119:  P Capt  Robert  J Malyuk,  CP  Capt  Brady  Tonth  Jr,  N 1 Lt 
William  G French,  BO  Sgt  Edward  C Brodbeck 

305  AREFS,  Grissom  Crew  R-120:  P Capt  Dwight  E Pepple,  CP  Capt  Ralph  E Demeritt,  N 1 Lt  Larry 
M Love,  BO  Sgt  Ricky  D Helt 

308  SMW,  Little  Rock  Crew  R-145:  MCCC  Capt  Patrick  L Wittkamp,  DMCCC  1 Lt  John  D Gray, 
MSAT  A1C  William  J Perez,  MET  Sgt  Raymond  L Fritz 

310  AREFS,  Plattsburgh  Crew  E-171:  P Capt  Thomas  R Pitzer,  CP  Capt  Terry  L Godby,  N 1 Lt  Karl  B 
Young,  BO  A1 C John  N Bihm 

319  BMW,  Grand  Forks  Crew  E-14:  P Capt  Ralph  Pasini,  CP  2Lt  John  J Kondek,  RN  Capt  Bill  B 
Keith,  N 2Lt  David  E Snodgrass,  EW  Capt  Robert  A Vunesky,  AG  Sgt  Theodore  E Drews 

320  BMW,  Mather  Crew  E-04:  P Capt  Rodney  O Weeks,  CP  Capt  Edmund  G Boy,  RN  Capt  John  P 
Sherman,  NN  1 Lt  Michael  T Houlton,  EW  1 Lt  Earl  D Honeycutt,  AG  SSgt  Richard  Seda  Jr 

321  SMW,  Grand  Forks  Crew  S-165:  MCCC  Capt  Richard  D Mael,  DMCCC  1 Lt  Charles  Carpenter 
341  SMW,  Malmstrom  Crew  E-062:  MCCC  ILt  Joseph  Dorris,  DMCCC  2Lt  Leon  Baer 

351  SMW,  Whiteman  Crew  R-154:  MCCC  1 Lt  Douglas  J Lain,  DMCCC  2Lt  Charles  W Wood 

380  AREFS,  Plattsburgh  Crew  E-117:  P Capt  James  W Gould,  CP  ILt  Peter  S Lemaire,  N Capt 
Stephen  J Schneider,  BO  Sgt  Peter  J Tripi 

384  AREFW,  McConnell  Crew  E-108:  P Capt  William  H Holroyd,  CP  1 Lt  Richard  W Roberts,  N ILt 
Monty  S Hoffsommer,  BO  SSgt  Kenneth  W Schmelzle 

390  SMW,  Davis  Monthan  Crew  E-162:  MOOO  ILt  Terrence  J Tallent,  DM000  ILt  Richard  L 
Blanton,  MSAT  At  c Mark  W Whitener,  MET  SrA  William  W Macuga 

528  BMS,  Plattsburgh  Crew  E-16:  P Capt  William  F Lamirande,  N Capt  Aubrey  G Mason 

529  BMS,  Plattsburgh  Crew  S-54:  P Capt  Baron  H Smith  Jr,  N Capt  Edgar  J Bethard  Jr 

909  AREFS,  Kadena  Crew  R-109:  P Capt  Robert  G Lochry,  CP  1 Lt  Douglas  L Edwards,  IN  Capt  Jerry 
E Roshio,  BO  SSgt  James  D Hill 

The  SAC  Safety  Screen  is  an  honor  roll  of  SAC’s  most  professional  crews.  To  gain  listing 
on  the  Screen,  crew  members  must  be  nominated  by  their  unit  commanders  and  meet 
high  selection  criteria  of  experience  in  their  aircraft  or  missile  system  lAW  SACR  127-2. 


APRIL  1978 


*U  S Government  Printing  Office 
1978-765-129/2 


31 


UNIVERSITY  OF  FLORIDA 


r ■ 

BIANCHARD  TROPHY  " 

WINNERS 

V' 

1967, 

351  SMW,  WHITEMAN  AFB 

1969 

321  SMW,  GRAND  FORKS  AFB 

1970 

44  SMW,  ELLSWORTH  AFB 

^ 1971 

351  SMW,  WHITEMAN  AFB 

T;< 

t 1972 

381  SMW,  McConnell  afb 

fy  1973 

90  SMW,  F.E.  WARREN  AFB 

. ■ 1974 

321  SMW,  GRAND  FORKS  AFB 

, 1975 

381  SMW,  McConnell  afb 

1976 

341  SMW,  MALMSTROM  AFB 

1977 

351  SMW,  WHITEMAN  AFB 

i 1978 

??? 
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